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The British & Irish Lions' tour Down Under is always a highly anticipated affair, and their clash 
against the Western Force promises to be one of the more thrilling matchups early in the 
campaign. The Lions will be aiming to assert their dominance, while the Force will be looking to 
make a statement on home soil. This match will not only serve as a vital tune-up for the Lions 
ahead of their test series but also as a golden opportunity for the Force to test themselves 
against some of the best players from the northern hemisphere. 

 

The Western Force, based in Perth, have been a competitive side in Super Rugby Pacific, 
known for their gritty forward play and tactical kicking game. They’ll enter this match with 
nothing to lose, and everything to gain—expect a physical battle up front, with the Force 
banking on home support to lift their intensity. While not boasting the star-studded lineup of their 
opponents, they have enough firepower in the likes of Tim Anstee and Bayley Kuenzle to cause 
problems if the Lions underestimate them. 

On the other side, the Lions will be using this match to experiment with combinations and get 
valuable game time for players vying for test selection. Coach Andy Farrell will likely rotate his 
squad, offering opportunities to some rising stars to prove themselves ahead of tougher 
opposition. Expect big performances from the likes of Marcus Smith, Jack Conan, and Louis 
Rees-Zammit as they look to cement their place in the test team. The Lions' hallmark attacking 
structure and aggressive defensive line speed should make them overwhelming favorites. 

However, Lions tours are rarely predictable. Past tours have shown that provincial teams like 
the Force can rise to the occasion and deliver an upset or, at the very least, push the Lions 

https://passrugby.com/lions/


harder than expected. Much will depend on how quickly the Lions gel, given the limited 
preparation time together. 

In the end, the match promises high-octane rugby with plenty of attacking flair and 
bone-crunching defense. Whether you're a passionate Lions supporter or a hopeful Force fan, 
this is a fixture that should not be missed. The Lions will look to start strong, but the Force might 
just make them earn every point. 
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