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The British & Irish Lions continue their much-anticipated 2025 tour of Australia with a showdown 
against the Western Force—an exciting clash that brings together northern hemisphere talent 
and gritty Australian provincial rugby. The match is set to take place in Perth and serves as one 
of the Lions' early warm-up games ahead of the Test series against the Wallabies. For both 
sides, it presents a crucial opportunity: the Lions to fine-tune combinations, and the Force to test 
themselves against world-class opposition. 

 

The Lions arrive in Perth with a squad brimming with elite talent from England, Ireland, 
Scotland, and Wales. Led by head coach Andy Farrell, the team is expected to field a strong 
lineup, blending experienced Test campaigners with emerging stars eager to make their mark. 
Players like Marcus Smith, Sam Simmonds, and Tommy Freeman will likely play key roles as 
the Lions look to establish rhythm and chemistry ahead of their marquee clashes. 

On the other side, the Western Force will embrace the role of underdogs. Known for their 
tenacity and physicality, the Force won’t shy away from the contest. Coach Simon Cron has 
likely emphasized aggressive breakdown play and sharp counter-attacks to disrupt the Lions’ 
fluid style. Key players such as Santiago Medrano and Bayley Kuenzle could be instrumental in 
leading a spirited charge against the visitors. 

While the Lions are favorites on paper, provincial sides have historically caused the tourists 
some challenges. The Force will look to replicate that tradition by pressing hard early and 
forcing mistakes. With a passionate home crowd behind them, they’ll aim to unsettle the Lions 
and capitalize on any rustiness in cohesion or discipline. 

https://passrugby.com/lions/


For Lions fans, this match offers a first glimpse at the team’s potential and the strategies Farrell 
may employ during the Test series. For Force fans, it’s a rare and exciting chance to witness 
their team against some of the best players in the world. 

Expect a thrilling 80 minutes of rugby, with pace, power, and precision on display. Whether it's a 
close battle or a dominant Lions performance, one thing is certain—this game will be a highlight 
of the tour. 
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