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SPECIAL TELEPHONIC MEETING MINUTES 

Friday, July 17, 2020 
 
Location:    E.T. Woolfolk State Office Building 
     501 North West Street, Room 1302 
     Jackson, Mississippi 
 
Board Members Present:  Jeffery Belk, Chair 
     Liz Welch, Department of Finance and Administration 
 
Board Members Attending Via Teleconference: 

 
Billy Morehead, Vice-Chair 
Norman McLeod  
Rita Wray  
Leila Malatesta 

    
DFA Staff Members Present: Catoria Martin, Special Assistant Attorney General 
     Aubrey Leigh Goodwin  

Ross Campbell 
Brittney Thompson 
Alicia Coleman 
Liz DeRouen 
Chuck McIntosh 

 
DFA Staff Members Attending Via Teleconference: 
 

Saranne Smith 
 

Guests Attending Via Teleconference:      

 
     M & J Transport, Inc. 

Deshun T. Martin, Attorney 
     Philip H. Pollack, Owner 
     Ed Morgan, Corporate Advisor 
     Mary Wimberley, Comptroller 
 

Mississippi Department of Revenue (MDOR) 
     David Caldwell, Attorney 
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     Frank Puryear, Director of Administrative Services Office 
 

Douglas Express Delivery (DED) 
Joe S. Deaton, III, Attorney 
Billy Williams, President and Owner 
Chase H. Williams, Chief Executive Officer 
Reed Robinson, Chief Operating Officer 
Andy Williams, President of Operations 
 
Mississippi Attorney General Office, Civil Litigation Division 
Harold Pizzetta, Attorney 
Karlee Palomo, Law Clerk 
 
PEER Committee 
Matthew Dry    

 
Ms. Goodwin identified all participants, both present and those attending via teleconference.  
 
Email conversations made previous to the meeting regarding presentations were briefed by Ms. 
Goodwin for the benefit of all in attendance. Issues addressed in those conversations included: 
 

 Time limited presentations 

 Presentations limited to the scope and  written pleadings 

 Identification of presenters for each party 

 No witness examinations or cross-examinations allowed 

 Allowance of party representatives, in addition to counsel, to make statements regarding 
their written pleadings 

 Objections allowed at appropriate times  

 PPRB Counsel to indicate and identify oral statements made out of scope of the writings 
or otherwise irrelevant during deliberation of Executive Session  

 Time to be moderated by Ms. Goodwin 

 
I. Call to Order  
 

The meeting was called to order by Chair Jeffery Belk. 
 
II. Approval of per diem and expenses for the July 17, 2020 meeting and for any additional 

expenses incurred prior to the July 23, 2020 meeting  
 
Action: A motion was made by Ms. Malatesta to approve per diem and expenses for the 

July 17, 2020 meeting and for any additional expenses incurred prior to the July 
23, 2020 meeting. The motion was seconded by Mr. McLeod and unanimously 
approved by all members present. 

 
III. Consideration of Protest  
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A. Protest; M & J Transport, Inc. v. Mississippi Department of Revenue; Contract for  
ABC Metro Hauling Services (Contract # 8200050758)  

 
The Protest documents are attached to these Minutes as Attachment A. 

 
i. M & J Transport, Inc. (Protestor)  

 

 Ms. Wimberley presented arguments on behalf of the Protestor, M & J 
Transport. 

 Mr. Pollack presented qualifications of and arguments for M & J Transport. 
 

ii. Mississippi Department of Revenue (MDOR)  
 

 Mr. Caldwell presented arguments on behalf of the MDOR. 
 

iii. Douglas Express Delivery (DED)  
 

 Mr. Deaton presented DED’s response to the protest. 
 

iv. M & J Transport, Inc. Rebuttal 
 

 Mr. Martin presented the rebuttal for M & J Transport. 
 

Action: A motion was made by Mr. Morehead to close the meeting to consider going into 
executive session. The motion was seconded by Mr. McLeod and unanimously 
approved by all members present. 

 
   Mr. Belk announced the Board voted to enter into executive session in accordance with 

Mississippi Code Section 25-41-7(4)(b) for the purpose of strategy session or negotiations with 
respect to issuance of an appealable order when an open meeting would have a detrimental 
effect on the litigating position of the PPRB. Everyone except the Board members and DFA staff 
was excused from the teleconference until the Board concluded its executive session. 

 
IV. Executive Session 

 
While the public was excused from the teleconference, only discussion of the protest was had. 
The Board reviewed and discussed the protest, as well as the arguments made by the parties. 

 
Motion: A motion was made by Mr. Morehead to deny the protest after finding that M & J 

Transport failed to prove the Agency violated the Constitution, statutes, rules and 
regulations, or terms and conditions of the solicitation.  The motion was 
seconded by Ms. Malatesta and unanimously approved by all members present. 

 
Motion: A motion was made by Ms. Malatesta exit the executive session and return to 

regular session at noon. The motion was seconded by Mr. Morehead and 
unanimously approved by all members present. 
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Ms. Goodwin invited the public rejoin the open teleconference meeting which reconvened at 
12:00 noon. 

 
Ms. Goodwin identified all participants rejoining the teleconference at 12:00 noon. 

 
Mr. Belk announced that in executive session the Board voted to deny the protest, and found 
that M & J Transport failed to prove the Agency violated the Constitution, statutes, rules and 
regulations; or terms and conditions of the solicitation. 
 
Mr. Belk stated that Counsel for the Board was directed to prepare a written order in 
conformance therewith. 

 
I. Other Business 

 
There was no further business brought before the Board.  
 

II. Adjournment  
 

Action: A motion was made by Mr. Morehead adjourn. The motion was seconded by Mr. 
McLeod and unanimously approved by all members present. 

 
The members approved these Minutes of the Public Procurement Review Board on the 12th of 
August, 2020. 
 

 
_________________________________     _____________________ 

        Jeffery Belk, Chair        Date 
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SPECIAL TELEPHONIC MEETING AGENDA 
Friday, July 17, 2020 

9:00 a.m. 
  
I. Call to Order  
 
II. Approval of per diem and expenses for the July 17, 2020 meeting and for any additional 

expenses incurred prior to the July 23, 2020 meeting  
 
III. Consideration of Protest  

 

A. Protest; M & J Transport, Inc. v. Mississippi Department of Revenue; Contract for  
ABC Metro Hauling Services (Contract # 8200050758)  

 
Representatives for M & J Transport, Inc.:  
-              Deshun T. Martin, Attorney 
-              Philip H. Pollack, Owner 
-              Ed Morgan, Corporate Advisor 
-              Mary Wimberley, Comptroller 
 
Representatives for Mississippi Department of Revenue: 
-              David Caldwell, Attorney 
-              Frank Puryear, Director of Administrative Services Office  
 
Representatives for Douglas Express Delivery: 
-              Joe S. Deaton, III, Attorney 
-              Billy Williams, President and Owner 
-              Chase H. Williams, Chief Executive Officer 
-              Reed Robinson, Chief Operating Officer 
 
Representatives for Mississippi Attorney General Office, Civil Litigation Division:  
-              Harold Pizzetta, Attorney  
-              Karlee Palomo, Law Clerk  
 

IV. Other Business 
 
V. Adjournment  
 

http://www.dfa.ms.gov/pprb/opscr/07132020MJProtestDocuments.pdf
http://www.dfa.ms.gov/pprb/opscr/07132020MJProtestDocuments.pdf

























































































