
 

PPRB Meeting Minutes 
Woolfolk Building, Room 145 

March 4, 2020 
Page 1 of 33 

 
MEETING MINUTES 

Wednesday, March 4, 2020 
  
Location:    E.T. Woolfolk State Office Building 
     501 North West Street, Room 145 
     Jackson, Mississippi 
 
Board Members Present: Jeffery Belk, Chair 

Billy Morehead, Vice-Chair 
Norman McLeod  
Rita Wray (entered during the discussion of Item IV.B.2) 

     Liz Welch, Department of Finance and Administration 
 
Absent:    Leila Malatesta 
    
Staff:     Romaine Richards, Assistant Attorney General 

Edward Wiggins, Special Assistant Attorney General 
     Aubrey Leigh Goodwin 

Catoria Martin  
Glenn Kornbrek 
Ross Campbell 
Kent Adams 
Calvin Sibley 
Liz DeRouen 
Clay Chastain 

     Alicia Coleman 
     Tenetra Walton 

Shandra Thompson 
Victoria James 
Ashley Harrell 
Angela Cooper 
Easter Haimur 
Destiny Turner 
Mike Cook 
Billy Beard 
Regina Irvin 
Cathy Brown 
Chris Statham 
Sharee Deason 
LaShun Smith 
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Steve Tucker 
Guests:    Harris VanBuskirk, Mississippi Department of Transportation 
     Jim Davis, Mississippi Department of Transportation 

Nick Walters, Mississippi Department of Transportation 
Judy Miller, Mississippi Department of Finance and Administration 
Monique Corley, Mississippi Department of Education 
Joyce Greer, Mississippi Department of Education 
Cole Washington, Mississippi Department of Education 
Heather Deaton, Mississippi Public Broadcasting 
Tony Moore, Mississippi Public Broadcasting 
Joe Goff, Mississippi Public Broadcasting 
Amanda Matson, Mississippi State Hospital 
H.L. Lockhart, Mississippi State Hospital 
Danny Lynch, Mississippi Department of Employment Services 
Bryan Wardlaw, Mississippi Department of Human Services 
Wendy Wilson, Mississippi Department of Human Services 
Matthew Dry, PEER 
Brittney Thompson, Mississippi Department of Medicaid 
Saranne Smith, Mississippi Department of Medicaid 
Marilyn Watkins, Mississippi Department of Wildlife, Fisheries and 
Parks 
Toni Johnson, Mississippi Department of Mental Health 
Keshia Sanders, Mississippi Schools for the Blind and Deaf 
Dr. Leigh Warren, Mississippi Schools for the Blind and Deaf 
Noah Gibson, Mississippi Department of Child Protection Services 
Chandler Turner, Mississippi Department of Child Protection 
Services 
Millie Rodabaugh, Hinds County, Copiah County, Sunflower 
County, and Stone County School Districts; Greenville School 
District; Jackson Hinds Library System; and North Tippah School 
District (via teleconference)  
Pat McLeod, Desoto County (via teleconference) 
Tami Dangerfield, Pike County (via teleconference) 
Mike Fortenberry, Oxford School District (via teleconference) 
Ross Randall, Lamar County School District (via teleconference) 
Kelly Craft, Covington County School District (via teleconference) 
Alan Pearson, Monroe County School District, Newton Municipal 
School District, Union Public School District, Nesbit School District 
(via teleconference) 
Chris Hill, Forrest County School District (via teleconference) 
Tommie Morgan, Chickasaw County (via teleconference) 
Jason Price, Scott County (via teleconference) 
Trey Smith, Mississippi Department of Corrections (via 
teleconference) 
Rick Kinnard, Mississippi Department of Marine Resources (via 
teleconference) 
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Valerie McWilliams, Mississippi Department of Marine Resources 
(via teleconference) 
Peter Stewart, Ellisville State School, (via teleconference) 

 
I. Call to Order  
 

The meeting was called to order by Chair Jeffrey Belk. 
 
II. Approval of Minutes from February 5, 2020 Public Procurement Review Board Meeting  

 
Action:   Mr. Morehead made a motion to approve the Minutes from the February 5, 2020 

PPRB meeting as presented. The motion was seconded by Mr. McLeod and 
unanimously approved by all members present. 

 
III. Approval of per diem and expenses for the March 4, 2020 meeting and for any additional 

expenses incurred prior to the April 1, 2020 meeting  
 

Action: A motion was made by Mr. Morehead to approve per diem and expenses for the 
March 4, 2020 meeting and for any additional expenses incurred prior to the April 
1, 2020 meeting. The motion was seconded by Mr. McLeod and unanimously 
approved by all members present. 

 
IV. DFA Office of Purchasing, Travel and Fleet Management (OPTFM) 
 

A. Petitions for Relief from Reverse Auction  
 

1. Governing Authorities  
 

Item IV.A.1.i was withdrawn by the Jackson County School District and not presented to the Board. 
 
i. Requesting Governing Authority: Jackson County School District  

Supplier: Unknown 
 Term: 7/1/2020 through 6/30/2021  
 Commodities: E-Rate Category 2 Project 
 Total Value: $400,000.00 estimated 
 Summary of Request: Jackson County School District has requested an exemption from 

using the reverse auction process for the purchase of an E-Rate Category 2 project. E-Rate is 
the commonly used name for the Schools and Libraries Program of the Universal Service 
Fund, which is administered by the Universal Service Administrative Company (USAC) under 
the direction of the Federal Communications Commission (FCC). They are requesting an 
exemption because of the overall complexity of the project, which will include commodities and 
services. Vendors may make a primary bid and are able to send in an alternate equivalent bid. 
Vendors can bid on one or more items of the project or they may bid on the complete project. 
Because of the complexity of these projects, the District feels other evaluation factors may 
need to be considered, other than cost. The District feels that competitive sealed bidding 
should be utilized to procure the project. 

 



 

PPRB Meeting Minutes 
Woolfolk Building, Room 145 

March 4, 2020 
Page 4 of 33 

ii. Requesting Governing Authority: Desoto County  
Supplier: Unknown 

 Term: 3/4/2020 through 3/4/2025 
 Commodities: Drug Testing Equipment, Software and Supplies 
 Total Value: $275,000.00 estimated  
 Summary of Request: Desoto County has requested an exemption from using reverse 

auction process for the purchase of drug testing equipment and supplies.  They are requesting 
an exemption because the procurement will consist of commodities and testing and software 
support services necessary to implement a new system for juvenile drug court mandated 
testing. The County feels that competitive sealed bidding process should be utilized to procure 
the items. 

 
 Staff Recommendation: This request has been reviewed for compliance and has been 

determined to comply with all rules and regulations and legal requirements by DFA staff.  
Based on the information provided, OPTFM recommends approval of the exemption and the 
use of competitive sealed bidding for the procurement. 

 
Action: A motion was made by Mr. Morehead to approve the staff recommendation as 

presented. The motion was seconded by Mr. McLeod and unanimously approved 
by all members present.  

 
Items IV.A.1.iii through IV.A.1.vi were presented together and voted together. 
 
iii. Requesting Governing Authority: Pike County  
 Supplier: Unknown 
 Term: 12 months 
 Commodities: Pipe  
 Total Value: $133,000.00 estimated 
 Summary of Request: Pike County has requested an exemption from using the reverse 

auction process for the purchase of pipe. They are requesting an exemption because the 
County wishes to award to multiple vendors. The County feels that the competitive sealed 
bidding process should be utilized to procure the item. 

 
iv. Requesting Governing Authority: Pike County 
 Supplier: Unknown 
 Term: 12 months 
 Commodities: Clay aggregate  
 Total Value: $78,000.00 estimated 
 Summary of Request: Pike County has requested an exemption from using the reverse 

auction process for the purchase of clay aggregate. They are requesting an exemption 
because they have only received one bid in the past several years as only one vendor services 
their area.  Last year they conducted a reverse auction and the only vendor that responds to 
their yearly solicitation refused to participate. The County feels that the competitive sealed 
bidding process should be utilized to procure the item. 

 
v. Requesting Governing Authority: Pike County 
 Supplier: Unknown 
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 Term: 12 months 
 Commodities: Asphalt  
 Total Value: $650,000.00 estimated 
 Summary of Request: Pike County has requested an exemption from using the reverse 

auction process for the purchase of asphalt. They are requesting an exemption because the 
County wishes to award to multiple vendors. The County feels that the competitive sealed 
bidding process should be utilized to procure the item. 

 
vi. Requesting Governing Authority: Pike County 
 Supplier: Unknown 
 Term: 12 months 
 Commodities: Signs  
 Total Value: $25,000.00 estimated 
 Summary of Request: Pike County has requested an exemption from using the reverse 

auction process for the purchase of signs. They are requesting an exemption because the 
County wishes to award to multiple vendors. The County feels that the competitive sealed 
bidding process should be utilized to procure the item. 

 
 Staff Recommendation: These requests have been reviewed for compliance and have been 

determined to comply with all rules and regulations and legal requirements by DFA staff.  
Based on the information provided, OPTFM recommends approval of the exemptions and the 
use of competitive sealed bidding for the procurements. 

 
Action: A motion was made by Mr. Morehead to approve the staff recommendations as 

presented on Items IV.A.1.iii through IV.A.1.vi. The motion was seconded by Mr. 
McLeod and unanimously approved by all members present.  

 
2. State Agencies  

 
i. Requesting Agency: Mississippi Department of Transportation (MDOT) 

Supplier: Unknown 
 Contract: RFx 3180001007 
 Term: One (1) Year (7/1/2020-6/30/2021) 
 Total Value: Estimated $5,000,000.00 
 Summary of Request:  MDOT has requested an exemption from using the reverse auction 

process for the purchase of hot and cold asphalt mix. Hot and cold mix asphalt are used by 
MDOT road maintenance crews at various locations throughout the State. The location of the 
work, type of asphalt mix needed, and plants producing at the time of work must be known to 
determine lowest cost. Additionally, since hot mix must be used within a short time period, only 
plants within a certain geographical range of the work location can be considered when 
determining lowest cost. For these reasons, MDOT needs all locations and all vendors to bid, 
even if their price is higher than another vendor because MDOT awards to all vendors and 
then makes a determination at the time of purchase. Since the commodity procurements are 
not awarded based on a single award to the lowest bid for the line item, it is not a good 
candidate for the reverse auction process. MDOT requests to utilize a competitive sealed bid 
procurement process to promote open competition. The bid will contain possibly two (2) twelve 
(12) month extensions.  
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Staff Recommendation: This request has been reviewed for compliance and has been 
determined to comply with all rules and regulations and legal requirements by DFA staff.  
Based on the information provided, OPTFM recommends approval of the exemption and the 
use of competitive sealed bidding for the procurement. 

 
Action: A motion was made by Mr. McLeod to approve the staff recommendation as 

presented. The motion was seconded by Mr. Morehead and unanimously 
approved by all members present.  

 
ii. Requesting Agency: Mississippi Department of Transportation (MDOT) 

Supplier: Unknown 
 Contract: RFx 3180001008 
 Term: One (1) Year (7/1/2020-6/30/2021) 
 Total Value: Estimated $7,000,000.00 
 Summary of Request: MDOT has requested an exemption from using the reverse auction 

process for the purchase of crushed aggregates (limestone). Crushed aggregates are used by 
MDOT road maintenance crews at various locations throughout the State along with certified 
bituminous materials to chip seal and for shoulder repairs. Large aggregate (rip rap) is used 
for erosion control at drainage structures and bridge sites. Because of seasonal use, there can 
be availability issues since MDOT competes for product with cities, counties, and asphalt 
plants. Availability and location of work must be known to determine the lowest cost. Due to 
availability and location, MDOT needs to award to all vendors even if their price is higher than 
another vendor because availability and transportation cost at the time of the purchase is a 
factor. Since the commodity procurements are not awarded based on a single award to the 
lowest bid for the line item, this commodity is not a good candidate for the reverse auction 
process. MDOT requests to utilize a competitive sealed bid procurement process to promote 
open competition. They will to contain a possible two (2) twelve (12) month extensions. 

 
Staff Recommendation: This request has been reviewed for compliance and has been 
determined to comply with all rules and regulations and legal requirements by DFA staff.  
Based on the information provided, OPTFM recommends approval of the exemption and the 
use of competitive sealed bidding for the procurement. 

 
Action: A motion was made by Mr. Morehead to approve the staff recommendation as 

presented. The motion was seconded by Mr. McLeod and unanimously approved 
by all members present.  

 
iii. Requesting Agency: Mississippi Department of Transportation (MDOT) 

Supplier: Unknown 
 Contract: RFx 3180001009 
 Term: One (1) Year (7/1/2020-6/30/2021) 
 Total Value: Estimated $500,000.00 

Summary of Request:  MDOT maintenance crews use various types of equipment   
throughout the State for maintenance and emergency activities. The rental of equipment allows 
MDOT to meet temporary and emergency equipment needs while eliminating the need to make 
large equipment purchases and incur the maintenance costs. In order to determine the lowest 
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cost, time of work, equipment required and equipment availability must be known. MDOT is 
requesting an exemption from reverse auction to allow for a multiple award to all vendors that 
meet specifications for equipment rental and determine the lowest cost at the time of rental.  
Staff Recommendation: This request has been reviewed for compliance and has been 
determined to comply with all rules and regulations and legal requirements by DFA staff.  
Based on the information provided, OPTFM recommends approval of the exemption and the 
use of competitive sealed bidding for the procurement. 

 
Action: A motion was made by Mr. McLeod to approve the staff recommendation as 

presented. The motion was seconded by Mr. Morehead and unanimously 
approved by all members present.  

 
B. Consideration of Governing Authority Contracts for Board Action  

 
1. Requesting Governing Authority: Oxford School District  

Supplier: Apple Inc.    
Term: One time purchase  
Total Value: $1,417,400.00 (Modification $1,303,400.00) 
Summary of Request: Oxford School District was granted an exemption from reverse auction 
on November 6, 2019 and the award of the contract in the amount of $1,417,400.00 was 
approved at the February 5, 2020 PPRB meeting. They are requesting to decrease the total 
amount of award due to Apple revising the quote to a lower amount. The District wishes to 
modify the awarded amount to Apple from $1,417,400 to $1,303,400.00.   
 

 Staff Recommendation: This request has been reviewed for compliance and has been 
determined to comply with all rules and regulations and legal requirements by DFA staff. Based 
on the information submitted, we ask that the Board approve this modification.   

 
Action: A motion was made by Mr. Morehead to approve the staff recommendation as 

presented. The motion was seconded by Mr. McLeod and unanimously approved 
by all members present.  

 
2. Requesting Governing Authority: Hinds County School District  

Supplier: Synergetics    
Term: 7/1/2019 through 6/30/2024  
Total Value: $337,219.80 (Modification $411,367.57) 
Summary of Request: Hinds County School District wishes to modify their E-Rate contract 
that was originally approved in March 2019 in the amount of $337,219.80. They are requesting 
to increase the total amount of the award to $411,367.57 due to the District’s receiving 
additional E-Rate funds which may expended on the project.  

 
 Staff Recommendation: This request has been reviewed for compliance and has been 

determined to comply with all rules and regulations and legal requirements by DFA staff. Based 
on the information submitted, we ask that the Board approve this modification. 
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Action: A motion was made by Mr. McLeod to approve the staff recommendation as 
presented. The motion was seconded by Mr. Morehead and unanimously 
approved by all members present.  

 
3. Requesting Governing Authority: Greenville School District  

Supplier: Synergetics    
Term: 7/1/2019 through 6/30/2024  
Total Value: $256,485.84 (Modification $270,485.69) 
Summary of Request: Greenville School District wishes to modify their E-Rate contract that 
was originally approved in May 2019 in the amount of $256,485.84. They are requesting to 
increase the total amount of award to $270,485.69 due to the District’s receiving additional E-
Rate funds which may be expended on the project.  

 
 Staff Recommendation: This request has been reviewed for compliance and has been 

determined to comply with all rules and regulations and legal requirements by DFA staff. Based 
on the information submitted, we ask that the Board approve this modification. 

 
Action: A motion was made by Mr. Morehead to approve the staff recommendation as 

presented. The motion was seconded by Ms. Wray and unanimously approved 
by all members present.  

 
4. Requesting Governing Authority: Lamar County Schools 

Supplier: Apple Inc.  
Term: 3/4/2020 through 3/4/2023  
Total Value: $2,000,000.00  
Summary of Request: Lamar County Schools was granted an exemption from reverse 
auction on December 4, 2019. They advertised for competitive sealed bids for the purchase of 
Apple products and received one (1) bid. The District wishes to award to Apple Inc. 
 

 Staff Recommendation: This request has been reviewed for compliance and has been 
determined to comply with all rules and regulations and legal requirements by DFA staff. Based 
on the information submitted, we ask that the Board approve this contract. 

 
Action: A motion was made by Mr. Morehead to approve the staff recommendation as 

presented. The motion was seconded by Ms. Wray and unanimously approved 
by all members present.  

 
Items IV.B.5 through IV.B.17 were presented together and voted together. 

 
5. Requesting Governing Authority: Covington County School District 

Supplier: S.H.O.T.S. 
Term: 7/1/2020 through 6/30/2021  
Total Value: $115,574.77 
Summary of Request: Covington County School District was granted an exemption from 
reverse auction on December 4, 2019. They advertised for competitive sealed bids for the 
purchase of an E-Rate Category 2 Project and received three (3) bids. The District wishes to 
award to S.H.O.T.S. 
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6. Requesting Governing Authority: Greenville Public Schools   

Supplier: BCI    
Term: 7/1/2020 through 6/30/2022  
Total Value: $1,400,000.00 
Summary of Request: Greenville Public Schools was granted an exemption from reverse 
auction on October 2, 2019. They advertised for competitive sealed bids for the purchase of 
an E-Rate Category 2 project and received three (3) bids. The District wishes to award to BCI. 

 
7. Requesting Governing Authority: Jackson Hinds Library System  

Supplier: Synergetics 
Term: 7/1/2020 through 6/30/2022  
Total Value: $575,000.00  
Summary of Request: Jackson Hinds Library System was granted an exemption from reverse 
auction on October 2, 2019. They advertised for competitive sealed bids for the purchase of 
an E-Rate Category 2 project and received three (3) bids. The Library wishes to award to 
Synergetics. 

 
8. Requesting Governing Authority: Monroe County School District  

Supplier: S.H.O.T.S. 
Term: 7/1/2020 through 6/30/2021  
Total Value: $117,135.90 
Summary of Request: Monroe County School District was granted an exemption from reverse 
auction on December 4, 2019. They advertised for competitive sealed bids for the purchase of 
an E-Rate Category 2 project and received two (2) bids. The District wishes to award to 
S.H.O.T.S. 

 
9. Requesting Governing Authority: Newton Municipal School District 

Supplier: Synergetics    
Term: 7/1/2020 through 6/30/2021  
Total Value: $46,555.31 
Summary of Request: Newton Municipal School District was granted an exemption from 
reverse auction on December 4, 2019. They advertised for competitive sealed bids for the 
purchase of an E-Rate Category 2 project and received two (2) bids. The District wishes to 
award to Synergetics.  

 
10. Requesting Governing Authority: Grenada School District   

Supplier: S.H.O.T.S.    
Term: 7/1/2020 through 6/30/2021  
Total Value: $147,323.00 
Summary of Request: Grenada School District was granted an exemption from reverse 
auction on December 4, 2019. They advertised for competitive sealed bids for the purchase of 
an E-Rate Category 2 project and received two (2) bids. The District wishes to award to 
S.H.O.T.S. 

 
11. Requesting Governing Authority: North Tippah School District   

Supplier: Howard Technologies Solutions   
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Term: 7/1/2020 through 6/30/2025  
Total Value: $325,000.00 
Summary of Request: North Tippah School District was granted an exemption from reverse 
auction on October 2, 2019. They advertised for competitive sealed bids for the purchase of 
an E-Rate Category 2 project and received two (2) bids. The District wishes to award to Howard 
Technologies Solutions. 

 
12. Requesting Governing Authority: Union Public School District   

Supplier: S.H.O.T.S.    
Term: 7/1/2020 through 6/30/2021  
Total Value: $55,464.99 
Summary of Request: Union Public School District was granted an exemption from reverse 
auction on December 4, 2019. They advertised for competitive sealed bids for the purchase of 
an E-Rate Category 2 project and received two (2) bids. The District wishes to award to 
S.H.O.T.S. 

 
13. Requesting Governing Authority: Copiah County School District   

Supplier: Synergetics    
Term: 7/1/2020 through 6/30/2022  
Total Value: $90,605.67 
Summary of Request: Copiah County School District was granted an exemption from reverse 
auction on October 2, 2019. They advertised for competitive sealed bids for the purchase of 
an E-Rate Category 2 project and received two (2) bids. The District wishes to award to 
Synergetics. 

 
14. Requesting Governing Authority: Stone County School District   

Supplier: Synergetics    
Term: 7/1/2020 through 6/30/2025  
Total Value: $645,000.00  
Summary of Request: Stone County School District was granted an exemption from reverse 
auction on November 6, 2019. They advertised for competitive sealed bids for the purchase of 
an E-Rate Category 2 project and received two (2) bids. The District wishes to award to 
Synergetics. 

 
15. Requesting Governing Authority: Sunflower County School District   

Supplier: Synergetics    
Term: 7/1/2020 through 6/30/2022  
Total Value: $775,000.00  
Summary of Request: Sunflower County School District was granted an exemption from 
reverse auction on October 2, 2019. They advertised for competitive sealed bids for the 
purchase of an E-Rate Category 2 project and received two (2) bids. The District wishes to 
award to Synergetics. 

 
16. Requesting Governing Authority: Forrest County School District   

Supplier: Synergetics    
Term: 7/1/2020 through 6/30/2025  
Total Value: $61,855.75  
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Summary of Request: Forrest County School District was granted an exemption from reverse 
auction on December 4, 2019. They advertised for competitive sealed bids for the purchase of 
an E-Rate Category 2 project and received two (2) bids. The District wishes to award to 
Synergetics. 

 
17. Requesting Governing Authority: Neshoba County School District   

Supplier: S.H.O.T.S.    
Term: 7/1/2020 through 6/30/2021  
Total Value: $247,941.79  
Summary of Request: Neshoba County School District was granted an exemption from 
reverse auction on December 4, 2019. They advertised for competitive sealed bids for the 
purchase of an E-Rate Category 2 project and received one (1) bid. The District wishes to 
award to S.H.O.T.S. 
 

 Staff Recommendation: These requests have been reviewed for compliance and have been 
determined to comply with all rules and regulations and legal requirements by DFA staff. Based 
on the information submitted, we ask that the Board approve these contracts. 

 
Action: A motion was made by Mr. Morehead to approve the staff recommendations as 

presented on Items IV.B.5 through IV.B.17. The motion was seconded by Mr. 
McLeod and unanimously approved by all members present.  

 
Item IV.B.18 through IV.B.21 were presented together and voted together. 
 

18. Requesting Governing Authority: Chickasaw County   
Supplier: Blue Water Inc., Vulcan, APAC      
Term: 3/4/2020 through 12/31/2020  
Total Value: $500,000.00 estimated 
Summary of Request: Chickasaw County was granted an exemption from reverse auction on 
December 4, 2019. They advertised for competitive sealed bids for the purchase of crushed 
stone and received three (3) bids. The County wishes to award to Blue Water Inc. as primary 
and Vulcan and APAC as alternates. 

 
19. Requesting Governing Authority: Chickasaw County   

Supplier: G & O Supply Co. Inc., Coburn’s Supply Co.  
Term: 3/4/2020 through 12/31/2020  
Total Value: $500,000.00 estimated 
Summary of Request: Chickasaw County was granted an exemption from reverse auction on 
December 4, 2019. They advertised for competitive sealed bids for the purchase of culverts 
and received two (2) bids. The County wishes to award to G & O Supply as primary and 
Coburn’s as alternate. 

 
20. Requesting Governing Authority: Chickasaw County   

Supplier: Blue Water Inc., Vulcan      
Term: 3/4/2020 through 12/31/2020  
Total Value: $500,000.00 estimated 
Summary of Request: Chickasaw County was granted an exemption from reverse auction on 
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December 4, 2019. They advertised for competitive sealed bids for the purchase of rip/rap and 
received two (2) bids. The County wishes to award to Blue Water Inc. as primary and Vulcan 
as alternate. 

 
21. Requesting Governing Authority: Chickasaw County   

Supplier: Ergon Inc.      
Term: 3/4/2020 through 12/31/2020  
Total Value: $500,000.00 estimated 
Summary of Request: Chickasaw County was granted an exemption from reverse auction on 
December 4, 2019. They advertised for competitive sealed bids for the purchase of liquid 
asphalt and received one (1) bid. The County wishes to award to Ergon Inc. 
 

 Staff Recommendation: These requests have been reviewed for compliance and have been 
determined to comply with all rules and regulations and legal requirements by DFA staff. Based 
on the information submitted, we ask that the Board approve these contracts. 

 
Action: A motion was made by Mr. McLeod to approve the staff recommendations as 

presented on Items IV.B.18 through IV.B.21. The motion was seconded by Mr. 
Morehead and unanimously approved by all members present.  

 
Item IV.B.22 and IV.B.23 were presented together and voted together. 
 

22. Requesting Governing Authority: Scott County   
Supplier: Hunts Southland, Ergon, Blacklidge, W.E. Blain and Sons, Dickerson and Bowen, 
Cold Mix, Inc., Custom Paving, Donaldson Construction, Inc.       
Term: 3/4/2020 through 12/31/2020  
Total Value: $500,000.00 estimated 
Summary of Request: Scott County was granted an exemption from reverse auction on 
October 2, 2019. They advertised for competitive sealed bids for the purchase of liquid asphalt, 
asphalt and asphalt laydown. For liquid asphalt, they wish to award to Hunts Southland as 
primary and Ergon and Blacklidge as alternates. For hot mix asphalt, they wish to award to 
W.E. Blain and Sons as primary with Dickerson and Bowen as alternate. For cold mix asphalt, 
they wish to award to Cold Mix Inc. For asphalt laydown, they wish to award to Custom Paving 
as primary and Donaldson Construction Inc. and W.E. Blain and Sons as alternates.  
 

23. Requesting Governing Authority: Scott County   
Supplier: John E. Smith, Vulcan, Hammett Gravel       
Term: 3/4/2020 through 12/31/2020  
Total Value: $500,000.00 estimated 
Summary of Request: Scott County was granted an exemption from reverse auction on 
October 2, 2019. They advertised for competitive sealed bids for the purchase of gravel and 
rip/rap. For the gravel, they wish to award to Hammett Gravel. For the rip/rap, they wish to 
award to John E. Smith as primary and Vulcan as alternate. 
 

 Staff Recommendation: These requests have been reviewed for compliance and have been 
determined to comply with all rules and regulations and legal requirements by DFA staff. Based 
on the information submitted, we ask that the Board approve these contracts. 
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Action: A motion was made by Mr. Morehead to approve the staff recommendations as 

presented on Items IV.B.22 and IV.B.23. The motion was seconded by Ms. Wray 
and unanimously approved by all members present.  

 
C. Consideration of State Agency Contracts for Board Action 

 
1. Requesting Agency: Mississippi Department of Transportation (MDOT) 
 Supplier: Ergon, Blacklidge Emulsions 
 Contract #: 8900001058, 8900001059 
 Term: 7/1/2019-6/30/2021 
 Total Value: $2,000,000.00, $75,000.00 

Summary of Request: At the 3/6/2019 PPRB meeting MDOT requested and was approved 
for an exemption from using the reverse auction process for the purchase of certified 
bituminous materials (liquid asphalt). The contracts were approved by the PPRB on 5/1/2019. 
MDOT solicited bids with two (2) responses and received no protests. MDOT awarded to both 
bidders as each met the specifications. MDOT is requesting approval for the first of two (2) 
possible twelve (12) month extensions.  
 

 Staff Recommendation: This request has been reviewed for compliance and has been 
determined to comply with all rules and regulations and legal requirements by DFA staff. Based 
on the information provided, OPTFM recommends approval of these contract extensions. 

 
Action: A motion was made by Mr. Morehead to approve the staff recommendation as 

presented. The motion was seconded by Ms. Wray and unanimously approved by 
all members present.  

 
2. Requesting Agency: Mississippi Department of Agriculture and Commerce (MDAC) 
 Supplier: Signature Offset, LLC 
 Contract #: 8200050031 
 Term: Four (4) years (3/15/2020-3/14/2024) with the option to extend one (1) additional year 

at the same terms and conditions of the original contract. 
 Total Value: $500,000.00 

Summary of Request: MDAC has submitted a request for authority to enter into a contract 
with Signature Offset, LLC, for the printing, typesetting, and presort mailing of the bi-monthly 
Mississippi Market Bulletin publication. This request was presented to and approved by the 
PPRB as an exemption from the reverse auction process on 11/6/2019. Two (2) responses 
were received and MDAC selected Signature Offset, LLC, the lowest and best bidder in 
accordance with applicable laws and regulations. MDAC is requesting approval of the contract. 

 
 Staff Recommendation: This request has been reviewed for compliance and has been 

determined to comply with all rules and regulations and legal requirements by DFA staff. Based 
on the information provided, OPTFM recommends approval of the contract. 

 
Action: A motion was made by Ms. Wray to approve the staff recommendation as 

presented. The motion was seconded by Mr. Morehead and unanimously 
approved by all members present.  
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D. OPTFM Staff Approvals reported to the Board  

 
OPTFM Staff Approvals are attached to these Minutes as Attachment A. 

 
E. OPTFM Sole Source Purchases  

  
OPTFM Sole Source Approvals are attached to these Minutes as Attachment B. 

 
F.  OPTFM Emergency Purchases  
 

OPTFM Emergency Purchase Approvals are attached to these Minutes as Attachment C. 
 
G. OPTFM Director’s Report  

 
In the OPTFM Director’s Report, Mr. Campbell discussed recent legislation considered by the 
committees, among other events including: 
 
 OPTFM Legislation: HB 407, HB 460, HB 848, HB 904, SB 2215, SB 2329, and SB 2590  

 
o Only HB 407 and SB 2215 remain alive and both deal with reverse auction. 

 
 HB 407 takes governing authorities out from under PPRB purview. 

 
 SB 2215 exempts term bid contracts as defined in Miss. Code Ann. §31-7-13 

from PPRB purview; however, those exempt must submit monthly reports to the 
PPRB and the State Auditor’s Office detailing terms of those contracts and the 
vendors awarded. This bill also reiterates the fact that in state contracts EPL’s 
can still be used. 

 
 Mr. Campbell announced the upcoming Certified Mississippi Purchasing Agent (CMPA) 

training will be held March 16-18 in Woolfolk Conference Room 145. 
 

 The 2020 Purchasing Month Celebration will be March 25. The Mississippi Association of 
Governmental Purchasing and Property Agent (MAGPPA) members will meet at the State 
Capitol Building with State Auditor Shad White scheduled to speak. 
 

 The 2020 National Association of State Procurement Officials (NASPO) Exchange 
Conference will be held March 24-26 in Nashville, Tennessee.  

 
V. DFA Bureau of Building, Grounds, and Real Property Management (BOB/RPM)  

 
A. Consideration of BOB Construction Award 

 
Mr. McLeod recused himself from the presentation of Item V.A.1. 

 
1. Using Agency:  Northwest Mississippi Community College 
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Number:  GS# 213-054 
Project Title:   New Student Housing 
General Contractor:  Murphy & Sons, Inc. (Southaven, Mississippi)  
Construction Days from Notice to Proceed [Term]:  420 days 
Total Value at Award:  $10,523,500.00  
Project Scope: Planning and construction of a 48,000 square foot student housing complex 
with apartment-style structures, a lounge, a central office and support facilities.  This design 
will include all applicable Codes, including mechanical, electrical, plumbing, life safety 
systems, and comply with ADA requirements. It will also include the procurement of necessary 
furniture and equipment. Upon completion of this construction, two existing 1970’s era units 
will be demolished.  

 
Staff Recommendation:  This request has been reviewed for compliance and has been 
determined to comply with all rules and regulations and legal requirements by DFA staff. BOB 
has reviewed the documentation and recommends PPRB approval, contingent upon executed 
contracts. 

  
Action: A motion was made by Ms. Wray to approve the staff recommendation as 

presented. The motion was seconded by Mr. Morehead and unanimously 
approved by all members present.  

B. Consideration of BOB Contracts for Project Professionals  

NOTE:  Standard Operating Procedures established by the BOB in April 2004, require PPRB 
approval of fees in excess of $250,000.00.  The following Professionals were selected by 
interview by the Using Agency and Bureau of Building, et al, procedures.   (Fees may or may 
not be anticipated to be beyond $250,000.00; however, the Bureau of Building, et al, has 
established an interoffice procedure to bring RFP/RFQ selections to PPRB for approval or 
ratification.) 

1.   Using Agency:  Alcorn State University   

  Number:   GS# 101-320 
Title:   Preplan Campus ADA Improvements 
Location:   Lorman, Mississippi 

       Preplanning Budget: $250,000.00 
      Funding Sources: Senate Bill 3065 Laws of 2019 
      Professional Fee: C+ (estimated fees $690,000.00) 
        Professional:  Canizaro Cawthon Davis, A Professional Association, Jackson,                   
                                                 Mississippi) 

Scope:  Preplanning through the Design Development Phase for campus-wide 
upgrades/repairs to comply with the Americans Disabilities Act. Scope will include signage, 
elevator installations, interior modifications, bathroom alterations, entrance/exit enlargements, 
travel route improvements, ramps installations, parking lot modifications and technology 
enhancements to better accommodate students and staff with disabilities. 
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Staff Recommendation:  This request has been reviewed for compliance and has been 
determined to comply with all rules and regulations and legal requirements by DFA staff. BOB 
has reviewed the documentation and recommends PPRB approval. 

Action: A motion was made by Mr. Morehead to approve the staff recommendation as 
presented. The motion was seconded by Ms. Wray and unanimously approved by 
all members present. 

2.   Using Agency:  Delta State University   

  Number:   GS# 102-271 
Title:   Preplan Nursing School Expansion/Renovation 
Location:   Cleveland, Mississippi 

       Preplanning Budget: $125,000.00 
      Funding Sources: Senate Bill 3065 Laws of 2019 
      Professional Fee: C+ (estimated fees $360,503.18) 
 Professional:  Eley Guild Hardy Architects, PA (Biloxi, Mississippi)         

Scope:  Preplanning through the Design Development Phase for the expansion and renovation 
of the Robert E. Smith School of Nursing Building. This 14,000 square foot structure has not 
seen any significant improvements over its 33-year life span. The project scope will consist of 
adding 10,000 square feet of space, in addition to performing general interior renovations, to 
accommodate 60-100 additional nursing students. This effort will provide new classrooms, 
meeting spaces, offices, bathrooms, support spaces, a health and wellness center and a 
student lounge. ADA, mechanical, electrical, plumbing and life safety systems improvements 
will also be addressed as part of this endeavor. 

Staff Recommendation:  This request has been reviewed for compliance and has been 
determined to comply with all rules and regulations and legal requirements by DFA staff. BOB 
has reviewed the documentation and recommends PPRB approval. 

Action: A motion was made by Ms. Wray to approve the staff recommendation as 
presented. The motion was seconded by Mr. Morehead and unanimously 
approved by all members present. 

3.   Using Agency:  Mississippi University for Women 
  Number:   GS# 104-196 

Title:   Preplan MSMS Dorm Renovations 
Location:   Columbus, Mississippi 

       Preplanning Budget: $250,000.00 
      Funding Sources: House Bill 1649 Laws of 2018 
      Professional Fee: C+ (estimated fees $690,000.00) 
        Professional:  ArchitectureSouth, P.A., (Tupelo, Mississippi) 

Scope: Preplanning through the Design Development Phase of comprehensive renovations 
to the Goen and Frazer dormitories housing students of the Mississippi School for Math and 
Science on the MUW main campus. These 5-story, 46,437 square foot buildings, constructed 
in the mid-sixties, have not seen any significant improvements in over fifty years. Both 
residence facilities contain suite-style rooms, computer labs, common areas, support spaces 
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and laundry facilities. The scope of this endeavor will include restoration as well as some 
reconfiguration of interior upgrades, ADA access improvements, asbestos abatement and 
major renovations of the mechanical, electrical, plumbing and life safety systems. 

 

Staff Recommendation:  This request has been reviewed for compliance and has been 
determined to comply with all rules and regulations and legal requirements by DFA staff. BOB 
has reviewed the documentation and recommends PPRB approval. 

Action: A motion was made by Mr. Morehead to approve the staff recommendation as 
presented. The motion was seconded by Mr. McLeod and unanimously approved 
by all members present. 

4.   Using Agency:  Mississippi Valley State University   

  Number:   GS# 106-269 
Title:   Preplan Student Union Expansion and Renovation 
Location:   Itta Bena, Mississippi 

       Preplanning Budget: $375,000.00 
      Funding Sources: Senate Bill 3065 Laws of 2019 
      Professional Fee: C+ (estimated fees $1,009,602.55) 
       Professional:  McCarty Architects Professional Association (Tupelo, Mississippi)  

Scope:  Preplanning through the Design Development Phase for the expansion and 
comprehensive renovations to the Jacob Aaron Student Union, including the Delta Sands 
Motel wing, on the MVSU main campus. This two-story, 51,120 square foot structure, 
constructed in 1960, has not seen any significant improvements in over 50-plus years. The 
facility currently contains common areas, game rooms, retail stores, support spaces and a 
laundry. The scope of this endeavor will include new construction, envelope 
repairs/modifications, general renovations and some reconfiguration of the interior to tie 
multiple components into one comprehensive student union complex that will support the 
needs of the student body. ADA, mechanical, electrical, plumbing and life safety systems 
improvements will also need to be addressed as part of this endeavor. Due to potential 
Mississippi Landmark eligibility, coordination with the Mississippi Department of Archives and 
History will be required.  A pre-qualification process may also be used to assist in the selection 
of general contractors and major subcontractors experienced in historic preservation projects. 
Staff Recommendation:  This request has been reviewed for compliance and has been 
determined to comply with all rules and regulations and legal requirements by DFA staff. BOB 
has reviewed the documentation and recommends PPRB approval. 

Action: A motion was made by Mr. Morehead to approve the staff recommendation as 
presented. The motion was seconded by Mr. McLeod and unanimously approved 
by all members present. 

C. BOB Staff Approvals Reported to the Board 
 
BOB Staff Approvals are attached to these Minutes as Attachment D. 
 

D. DFA Deputy Executive Director’s Report  
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Mr. Kornbrek reported on Pending Legislation – HB 90, SB 2103    
 

 SB 2103, a bill to expand the boundaries of the Capitol Complex Improvement District 
(CCID) to include Battlefield Park, did not make it out of committee and died. 
 

 HB 90 had a companion bill, SB 2775, both had measures that would allow DFA to 
transfer up to $1,000,000.00 of bond money to each community college without any 
oversight. SB 2775 died, but HB 90 is still alive. 

 
E. RPM New Leases  

 
1. Requesting Agency: Mississippi Department of Corrections 

Lease #:  170-531-23A 
 Lessor: Jimmy Brown 

Term: 04-01-2020 thru 03-31-2023 
 Total Yearly Cost: $31,968.00 
 Cost PSF: 10.50 + Utilities & Janitorial 
 Previous Cost PSF: N/A 
 Total Space per Occupant: 234 sq. ft. 
 Federal Funds: 0% 
 Square Footage Proposed: 3,045 sq. ft. 
 Address of Property: 110-112 North Lafayette Street, Starkville, MS. 
 Purpose of Lease: This location will be the Parole and Probation office for Oktibbeha County. 
 Note: The Agency advertised and received two responses. The lower response of the two was 

selected. This is a three (3) year lease with no renewals. No objections to the bid were received. 
 

Staff Recommendations:  This request has been reviewed for compliance and has been 
determined to comply with all rules, regulations and legal requirements by DFA staff. RPM 
recommends the approval of this lease with the amended addition of the Square Footage 
Proposed: 3,045 sq. ft. 

 
Action: A motion was made by Mr. Morehead to approve the staff recommendation as 

presented with the noted addition of the Square Footage Proposed: 3,045 sq. ft. 
The motion was seconded by Mr. McLeod and unanimously approved by all 
members present.  

 
F. RPM Succeeding Leases 

 
1. Requesting Agency: Mississippi Department of Employment Security 
 Lease #: 260-551-23A 
 Lessor: Trebig Wildwood, LLC 
 Term: 04-01-2020 thru 03-31-2023 
 Total Yearly Cost: $100,104.00 
 Cost PSF: $14.30 + Utilities & Janitorial 
 Previous Cost PSF: $14.30 + Utilities & Janitorial 
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 Total Space per Occupant: 700 
 Federal Funds: 100% 
 Square Footage Proposed: 7,000 sq. ft. 
 Previous Square Footage: 7,000 sq. ft. 
 Address of Property: 2005 Wildwood Road, Picayune, MS. 

 Purpose of Lease: This location will be the Picayune WIN Job Center. The Picayune WIN Job 
 Center allows job seekers the opportunity to use the computer lab for job searches, resume 
 submissions, and other job related search needs. This office also partners with Pearl River 
 Community College and houses a full-time Adult Basic Education instructor that conducts 
 classes at the WIN Job Center facility. Approximately 900-1000 job seekers are seen at the 
 center every month. 
  Note: This is a three (3) year lease with no renewals. MDES asks for a waiver on the Space 
 Efficiency Allowance due to fact that the original lease was signed prior to the policy taking 
 effect. 
 
 Staff Recommendations: This request has been reviewed for compliance by DFA staff, and 
 upon the granting of the waiver for the Space Efficiency Allowance, MDES will have complied 
 with all rules, regulations and legal requirements. RPM recommends the approval of this lease. 

 
Action: A motion was made by Mr. McLeod to approve the staff recommendation as 

presented. The motion was seconded by Mr. Morehead and unanimously 
approved by all members present.  

 
2. Requesting Agency: Mississippi Department of Corrections 
 Lease #: 170-461-23A 

Lessor: Anderson Engineering 
Term: .04-01-2020 thru 03-31-2023 

 Total Yearly Cost: $15,183.00 
 Cost PSF: $7.00 + Utilities & Janitorial 
 Previous Cost PSF:  $7.00 + Utilities & Janitorial 
 Total Space per Occupant: 241sq. ft. 
 Federal Funds: 0% 
 Square Footage Proposed: 2,169 sq. ft.  
 Previous Square Footage: 2,169 sq. ft.  
 Address of Property: 346 Second Street, Columbia, MS. 
 Purpose of Lease: This location will be the Probation & Parole office for Marion County. 
 Note:  This is a three (3) year lease with no renewals. 

 
 Staff Recommendations:  This request has been reviewed for compliance and has been 

determined to comply with all rules, regulations and legal requirements by DFA staff. RPM 
recommends the approval of this lease. 
 

Action: A motion was made by Ms. Wray to approve the staff recommendation as 
presented. The motion was seconded by Mr. McLeod and unanimously approved 
by all members present.  
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3. Requesting Agency: Mississippi Department of Corrections 
 Lease #: 170-251-25C 
 Lessor: Hunter Slay 
 Term: 04-01-2020 thru 03-31-2025 
 Total Yearly Cost: $38,280.00 
 Cost PSF: $3.48 + Utilities & Janitorial 

Previous Cost PSF:  $3.48 + Utilities & Janitorial 
 Total Space per Occupant: N/A  
 Federal Funds: 0% 
 Square Footage Proposed: 11,000 sq. ft.  
 Previous Square Footage: 11,000 sq. ft.  
 Address of Property: 429 South Gallatin Street, Jackson, MS 
 Purpose of Lease: This location serves as the Hinds Restitution Center, a community based 

correctional facility for 75 male offenders sentenced there as a condition of probation as an 
alternative to incarceration. 

 Note:  This is a five (5) year lease with no renewals. 
 Staff Recommendations:  This request has been reviewed for compliance and has been 

determined to comply with all rules, regulations and legal requirements by DFA staff. RPM 
recommends the approval of this lease. 

 
Action: A motion was made by Mr. Morehead to approve the staff recommendation as 

presented. The motion was seconded by Mr. McLeod and unanimously approved 
by all members present.  

 
G. RPM Amended Leases  

 
1. Requesting Agency: Mississippi State Personnel Board 
 Lease #: 650-251-26A 
 Lessor: Hertz Jackson One, LLC. 

 Term: 06-01-2021 thru 06-30-2026 
 Total Yearly Cost: $286,227.96 
 Cost PSF: $13.04 Inclusive 
 Previous Cost PSF: $13.04 Inclusive 
 Total Space per Occupant: 562 
 Federal Funds: 0% 
 Square Footage Proposed: 21,950 
 Previous Square Footage: 21,950 
 Address of Property: 210 E. Capitol Street, Jackson, MS. 
 Purpose of Lease: The Mississippi State Personnel Board is the central personnel agency for 
 state government. MSPB is responsible for human capital and workforce management for 
 state agencies, boards and commissions. MSPB is also responsible for providing state agencies 
 with the proper training for employees to ensure a quality workforce. MSPB utilizes two 
 classrooms. One classroom also serves as a boardroom for monthly meetings. The 
 classrooms are utilized between 18-20 days per month.  The current location allows MSPB to 
 be in the downtown capitol complex area and facilitates MSPB in fulfilling our mission at a 
 competitive rate.  
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 Note: This is a five (5) year lease with no renewals. MSPB asks for a waiver on the Space 
 Efficiency Allowance due to fact that the original lease was signed prior to the policy taking 
 effect. MSPB also asks for a waiver on section 200.5 of the State Leasing Manual that restricts 
 leases from being renewed more than 12 months prior to the current lease expiration date.        
  

Amendments to the original lease are as follows: 
1. Extend lease through June 30, 2026. 
2. Lessor will replace all carpet in Suite 800 on the 8th floor. 
3. Floor plan changes as shown in Exhibit A (attached). 
4. The parties acknowledge that Section 3 of the original lease has previously been revised 

to 21,950 rentable square feet. 
 

 Staff Recommendations: This request has been reviewed for compliance by DFA staff, and
 upon the granting of the waiver for the Space Efficiency Allowance and section 200.5 of the 
 State Leasing Manual, MSPB will have complied with all rules, regulations and legal 
 requirements. RPM recommends the approval of this lease. 
 
Action: A motion was made by McLeod to approve the staff recommendation as 

presented. The motion was seconded by Ms. Wray and unanimously approved by 
all members present.  

 
H. Parchman Farmland Assignments 

 
1. Consider a request from Mississippi Department of Corrections to assign/sub-lease 

approximately 227 acres of tract 5 (fields 4,5,6,7,8,9) located in the Mississippi State Penitentiary 
Farmland in Sunflower County, Mississippi, from William E. Livingston to Joshua Chandler, for 
the 2020 crop year per paragraph 18 of the original lease regarding assignments. All terms and 
conditions, including the yearly rental amounts per acre will remain the same as in the original 
lease between the Lessee and the State of Mississippi. The Lessee and Assignee will both be 
responsible for the tract(s) until expiration of the lease term which is January 14th, 2021. Should 
the PPRB decide not to approve the Assignment/Sub-Lease, the Lessee will retain the tract(s) 
completely. The total yearly amount of the assigned lease is $14,755.73.  

 
 Staff Recommendations:  This request has been reviewed for compliance and has been  

determined to comply with all rules, regulations and legal requirements by DFA staff. RPM 
recommends the approval of this lease assignment. 
 

Action: A motion was made by Ms. Wray to approve the staff recommendation as 
presented. The motion was seconded by Mr. Morehead and unanimously 
approved by all members present.  

 

2. Consider a request from Mississippi Department of Corrections to assign/sub-lease 
approximately 692.07 acres of tracts 16 & 18 located in the Mississippi State Penitentiary 
Farmland in Sunflower County, Mississippi, from Orlando Simon & Marcus Johnson to O & M 
Farms, for the 2020 crop year per paragraph 18 of the original lease regarding assignments. All 



 

PPRB Meeting Minutes 
Woolfolk Building, Room 145 

March 4, 2020 
Page 22 of 33 

terms and conditions, including the yearly rental amounts per acre will remain the same as in 
the original lease between the Lessee(s) and the State of Mississippi. The Lessee(s) and 
Assignee will both be responsible for the tract(s) until expiration of the lease term which is 
January 14th, 2021. Should the PPRB decide not to approve the Assignment/Sub-Lease, the 
Lessee(s) will retain the tract(s) completely. The total yearly amount of the assigned leases is 
$49,412.10.  

 
 Staff Recommendations:  This request has been reviewed for compliance and has been 

determined to comply with all rules, regulations and legal requirements by DFA staff. RPM 
recommends the approval of this lease assignment 
 

Action: A motion was made by Mr. Morehead to approve the staff recommendation as 
presented. The motion was seconded by Mr. McLeod and unanimously approved 
by all members present.  

 
I. RPM Director’s Report  

 
Mr. Adams discussed leasable farmland that is defined by Parchman Agricultural Enterprises 
(PAE) at the time of bid preparation. He stated acreage amounts can and has changed over 
the years depending on security needs and the in-house farming goals of PAE. 
 
Mr. Adams reported the following statistics: 
  

 Total 2020 contracted farmland as of 3/4/2020:    8,434.68 acres  

 2020 growing season anticipated total revenue:    $745,244.05 

 New 2020 average revenue per acre:       $88.35  
 

A recess was taken at 10:05 a.m. The Board reconvened at 10:15 a.m. 
 

VI. DFA Office of Personal Service Contract Review (OPSCR)  
 

A. Petitions for Relief from Competitive Sealed Bidding 
 

1. Requesting Agency:  Mississippi Department of Marine Resources 
RFx Number:  3180001016 
Procurement Request:  Request for Proposals 
Anticipated Term:  Two (2) years with no renewals 
Anticipated Contract Amount:  $150,000.00 
Summary of Request:  The Agency has submitted a Petition for Relief from the use of an 
Invitation for Bids (IFB) as the procurement method as allowed by Miss. Code Ann. § 31-7-
403(4) for the competitive procurement of a vendor to treat non-native, invasive vegetation on 
152 acres of property within the National Estuarine Research Reserve (NERR).  The vendor 
will provide treatment when environmental conditions and target species phenology are most 
favorable to ensure elimination or control of designated non-native invasive vegetation. The 
Agency contends the use of an IFB is neither practicable nor advantageous as the service 
requires skilled technicians with expertise in controlling invasive species throughout coastal 
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wetlands.  Invasive mapping conducted in 2019 identified harmful invasive species.  Continued 
control methods are necessary to keep these harmful invasive species from spreading. The 
respondents will be evaluated based on technical, cost, management and price factors. The 
technical factors will be weighted at thirty (30) points or 30%, cost factors will be weighted at 
ten (10) points or 10%, management factors will be weighted at twenty-five (25) points or 25%, 
and price will be weighted at thirty-five (35) points or 35%. 
 
Staff Recommendation:  Granting of the Agency’s Petition for Relief from competitive bidding 
requirements as allowed by Miss. Code Ann. § 31-7-403(4), approval of the Agency’s request 
to use a Request for Proposals as the procurement method to select one vendor to treat non-
native, invasive vegetation within the NERR. 

 
Action: A motion was made by Mr. Morehead to approve the staff recommendation as 

presented. The motion was seconded by Ms. Wray and unanimously approved by 
all members present.  

 
2. Requesting Agency:  Mississippi Department of Education 

RFx Number:  3180001005 
Procurement Request:  Request for Proposals 
Anticipated Term:  One (1) year with four (4) optional one-year renewals 
Anticipated Contract Amount:  $1,000,000.00 
Summary of Request:  The Agency has submitted a Petition for Relief from the use of an 
Invitation for Bids (IFB) as the procurement method as allowed by Miss. Code Ann. § 31-7-
403(4) for the competitive procurement of one vendor to provide food services for students, 
faculty, and staff of the Mississippi Schools for the Blind and Deaf (MSBD). The Agency 
contends the use of an IFB is neither practicable nor advantageous because the scope of work 
requires unique expertise in providing nutrition to students with gluten sensitivity and/or other 
food allergies.  MSBD does not have knowledgeable staff to handle these services. The 
respondents will be evaluated based on technical, management, and cost factors. The 
technical factors will be weighted at thirty (30) points or 30%, management factors will be 
weighted at thirty (30) points or 30%, and price will be weighted at forty (40) points or 40%. 
 
Staff Recommendation:  Granting of the Agency's Petition for Relief from competitive bidding 
requirements as allowed by Miss. Code Ann. § 31-7-403(4) and approval of the Agency's 
request to use a Request for Proposals as the procurement method to select one vendor to 
provide food services for MSBD. 

 
Action: A motion was made by Ms. Wray to approve the staff recommendation as 

presented. The motion was seconded by Mr. Morehead and unanimously 
approved by all members present.  

 
3. Requesting Agency:  DMH – Mississippi State Hospital 

RFx Number:  3180001018 
Procurement Request:  Request for Proposals 
Anticipated Term:  Four (4) years with one (1) optional one-year renewal 
Anticipated Contract Amount:  $14,500,000.00 
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Summary of Request:  The Agency has submitted a Petition for Relief from the use of an 
Invitation for Bids (IFB) as the procurement method as allowed by Miss. Code Ann. §31-7-
403(4) for the competitive procurement of one vendor to provide Food Service Management. 
The Agency contends the use of an IFB is neither practicable nor advantageous, as the service 
requires knowledge in institutional food preparation, food management, and knowledge of food 
service regulations/standards to include MS Department of Health Minimum Standards for 
Psychiatric Hospitals, MS Department of Health Minimum Standards for institutions for the 
aged or infirm, Center for Medicare & Medicaid Services, Mississippi Academy of Nutrition and 
Dietetics, Food and Nutrition Board of the National Research Council of the National Academy 
of Science, and the Joint Commission Dietary Standards 2020 to ensure production of high 
quality meals for Mississippi State Hospital patients and staff. The respondents will be 
evaluated based on technical, cost and management factors.  Technical factors will be 
weighted at ten percent (10%) or 10 points, cost factors will be weighted at thirty-seven and 
one half percent (37.5%) or 37.5 points (which includes an individual weight of thirty-five 
percent (35%) or 35 points for price), and management factors will be weighted at a combined 
fifty-two and one half percent (52.5%) or 52.5 points. 
 
Staff Recommendation:  Granting of the Agency’s Petition for Relief from competitive bidding 
requirements as allowed by Miss. Code Ann. §31-7-403(4) and approval of the agency’s 
request to use a Request for Proposals as the procurement method to select a vendor to 
provide high quality meals for Mississippi State Hospital patients and staff. 
 

Action: A motion was made by Mr. Morehead to approve the staff recommendation as 
presented. The motion was seconded by Ms. Wray and unanimously approved by 
all members present.  

 
Items VI.A.4 through VI.A.7 were presented together and voted together. 

 
4. Requesting Agency:  Mississippi Department of Child Protection Services 

RFx Number:  3180001030 
Procurement Request:  Request for Qualifications 
Anticipated Term:  Four (4) years with one (1) optional one-year renewal 
Anticipated Contract Amount:  $10,000,000.00 
Summary of Request:  The Agency has submitted a Petition for Relief from the use of an 
Invitation for Bids (IFB) as the procurement method as allowed by Miss. Code Ann. § 31-7-
403(4) for the competitive procurement of comprehensive residential Group Home services for 
children and youth in MDCPS custody ages ten to twenty years. The purpose of the Group 
Home is to provide an environment and services that will help children and their families 
develop the necessary skills to support lasting permanency, including but not limited to, 
ensuring the youth have access to health care services, develop age appropriate independent 
living skills, and secure meaningful employment and a steady source of income. The goal for 
the children and youth in group home care is lasting permanency through reunification, relative 
care, adoption, and guardianship. The Agency contends that the room and board rates are set 
by the MDCPS Finance Department and are dictated by the 2nd Modified Mississippi 
Settlement Agreement and Reform Plan. As such the Agency is soliciting qualifications to 



 

PPRB Meeting Minutes 
Woolfolk Building, Room 145 

March 4, 2020 
Page 25 of 33 

provide the services at the rates set by MDCPS. Based on the number of current contracts for 
Group Homes, the Agency anticipates multiple contracts will be issued as a result of this RFQ. 
The respondents will be evaluated based on technical, cost and management factors.  The 
technical factors will be weighted at (29%) or 29 points, management factors will be weighted 
at (35%) or 35 points, and cost factors will be weighted at (36%) or 36 points.   
 

5. Requesting Agency:  Mississippi Department of Child Protection Services 
RFx Number:  3180001022 
Procurement Request:  Request for Qualifications 
Anticipated Term:  Four (4) years with one (1) optional one-year renewal 
Anticipated Contract Amount:  $11,000,000.00 
Summary of Request:  The Agency has submitted a Petition for Relief from the use of an 
Invitation for Bids (IFB) as the procurement method as allowed by Miss. Code Ann. §31-7-
403(4) for the competitive procurement of Emergency Shelter residential services as a short-
term interim placement resource in a 45 day maximum period in accordance with the “2nd 
Modified Mississippi Settlement Agreement and Reform Plan”. The Provider shall assist 
MDCPS staff in assessing each child and family’s situation, in hopes to develop an 
individualized treatment service plan to expedite reunification whenever safely possible, or 
identify the most appropriate next placement for the child so that a permanent exit is more 
likely from the next placement. The Agency contends that the room and board rates are set by 
the MDCPS Finance Department and are dictated by the 2nd Modified Mississippi Settlement 
Agreement and Reform Plan. As such the Agency is soliciting qualifications to provide the 
services at the rates set by MDCPS. Based on the number of current contracts for Emergency 
Shelter, the Agency anticipates multiple contracts will be issued as a result of this RFQ. The 
respondents will be evaluated based on technical, cost and management factors.  The 
technical factors will be weighted at (29%) or 29 points, management factors will be weighted 
at (35%) or 35 points, and cost factors will be weighted at (36%) or 36 points.   

 
6. Requesting Agency:  Mississippi Department of Child Protection Services 

RFx Number:  3180001021 
Procurement Request:  Request for Qualifications 
Anticipated Term:  Four (4) years with one (1) optional one-year renewal 
Anticipated Contract Amount:  $30,000,000.00 
Summary of Request:  The Agency has submitted a Petition for Relief from the use of an 
Invitation for Bids (IFB) as the procurement method as allowed by Miss. Code Ann. §31-7-
403(4) for the competitive procurement of Therapeutic Foster Care comprehensive residential 
services for children from the ages of birth to twenty years old, with at least moderate 
emotional, behavioral, medical, and developmental problems including impulsive behaviors, 
aggression, runaway episodes, sexually active behaviors, and alcohol & drug misuse. The goal 
for the children and youth in therapeutic foster care is lasting permanency through reunification, 
relative care, adoption, and guardianship.  The Agency contends that the room and board rates 
are set by the MDCPS Finance Department and are dictated by the 2nd Mississippi Modified 
Settlement Agreement. As such, the Agency is soliciting qualifications to provide the services 
at the rates set by MDCPS. Based on the number of current contracts for Therapeutic Foster 
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Care Homes, the Agency anticipates multiple contracts will be issued as a result of this RFQ. 
The respondents will be evaluated based on technical, cost and management factors.  The 
technical factors will be weighted at (29%) or 29 points, management factors will be weighted 
at (35%) or 35 points, and cost factors will be weighted at (36%) or 36 points.   

7. Requesting Agency:  Mississippi Department of Child Protection Services 
RFx Number:  3180001031 
Procurement Request:  Request for Qualifications 
Anticipated Term:  Four (4) years with one (1) optional one-year renewal 
Anticipated Contract Amount:  $11,000,000.00 
Summary of Request:  The Agency has submitted a Petition for Relief from the use of an 
Invitation for Bids (IFB) as the procurement method as allowed by Miss. Code Ann. §31-7-
403(4) for the competitive procurement of Therapeutic Group Home comprehensive residential 
services for children ages ten to twenty years who are unable to live at home, or with a resource 
family who have at least moderate emotional, behavioral, medical, or developmental problems 
including  impulsive behaviors, aggression, runaway episodes, sexually active behaviors, and 
alcohol & drug misuse. The Therapeutic Group Home Program shall be designed for children 
and youth in need of twenty-four hour care & integrated planning, will remain involved in 
community-based schools, and participate in recreational activities with appropriate 
supervision. The goal for the children and youth in therapeutic group homes is lasting 
permanency through reunification, relative care, adoption, and guardianship.  The Agency 
contends that the room and board rates are set by the MDCPS Finance Department and are 
dictated by the 2nd Mississippi Modified Settlement Agreement. As such the Agency is 
soliciting qualifications to provide the services at the rates set by MDCPS. Based on the 
number of current contracts for Therapeutic Foster Care Homes, the Agency anticipates 
multiple contracts will be issued as a result of this RFQ. The respondents will be evaluated 
based on technical, cost and management factors. The technical factors will be weighted at 
(29%) or 29 points, management factors will be weighted at (35%) or 35 points, and cost factors 
will be weighted at (36%) or 36 points.   
 
Staff Recommendation:  Granting of the Agency’s Petition for Relief from competitive bidding 
requirements as allowed by Miss. Code Ann. §31-7-403(4) and approval of the Agency’s 
requests to use a Request for Qualifications as the procurement method to select vendors to 
serve for Items VI.A.4 through VI.A.7. 
 

Action: A motion was made by Mr. Morehead to approve the staff recommendations as 
presented in Items VI.A.4 through VI.A.7. The motion was seconded by Mr. 
Morehead and unanimously approved by all members present.  

 
B. Consideration of Contracts for Board Action 

 
1. Requesting Agency:  Mississippi Department of Human Services 

Supplier:  Pendleton Security Service, Inc. 
Contract #:  8200044480 
Term:  06/01/2019 – 05/31/2022             Renewal 
Total Value:  $654,969.03         $436,646.02 
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Summary of Request:  The term of the original contract was one year with two optional two-
year renewals. Amendment One has been submitted to renew the contract for the first two-
year optional renewal allowed by the original contract. The Contractor provides interior and 
exterior uniformed armed security guard services at 750 North State Street and 200 South 
Lamar Street MDHS locations. The contractor was originally selected through an IFB. 
Amendment One updates the Period of Performance, Consideration and Method of Payment, 
Stop Work Order, Notices, and Priority clauses. All other terms and conditions of the original 
contract remain the same. 

 
Staff Recommendation:  This request has been reviewed for compliance by OPSCR staff 
and complies with PPRB OPSCR Rules and Regulations and all legal requirements. OPSCR 
recommends approval of the contract renewal as requested. 
 
Projected Budget for Life of the Contract:  $1,091,615.05 

 
Action: A motion was made by Mr. Morehead to approve the staff recommendation as 

presented. The motion was seconded by Mr. McLeod and unanimously approved 
by all members present.  

 
2. Requesting Agency:  Mississippi Department of Education 

Supplier:  Curriculum Associates, LLC 
Contract #:  8200048332 
Term:  01/09/2020 – 06/30/2021             Renewal 
Total Value:  $134,971.96           $37,406.80 
Summary of Request:  The term of the original contract was approximately six months with 
four optional one-year renewals. Modification One has been submitted to exercise the first 
optional renewal allowed by the original contract.  The Contractor provides a Comprehensive 
Early Learning Assessment/Screener (CELA/S) tool on an annual basis that is used throughout 
the district to evaluate and assess the effectiveness of pre-kindergarten (pre-k) classrooms. 
The Contractor was originally selected through an RFP. The original contract was approved at 
the December 2019 PPRB meeting. Modification One updates the Period of Performance, 
Priority, Termination in the Event of Employment, Background Checks, Budget Narrative  and 
Compensation and Financial Reports clauses.  All other terms and conditions of the original 
contract remain the same. Proof of the regulatory board’s approval (State Board of Education) 
and updated performance bond must be received by the Agency prior to processing the 
contract renewal. This Board met on February 20, 2020.  
 
Staff Recommendation:  This request has been reviewed for compliance by OPSCR staff 
and complies with PPRB OPSCR Rules and Regulations and all legal requirements. OPSCR 
recommends approval of the contract renewal as requested contingent upon proof of 
regulatory board’s approval. 
 
Projected Budget for Life of the Contract:  $247,192.36 
 

Action: A motion was made by Mr. Morehead to approve the staff recommendation as 
presented. The motion was seconded by Mr. McLeod and unanimously approved 
by all members present.  
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3. Requesting Agency:  Mississippi Department of Wildlife, Fisheries, and Parks 

Supplier:  Wiregrass Ecological Associates 
Contract #:  8200047855 
Term:  03/04/2020 – 03/03/2021           New 
Total Value:  $116,690.00         $116,690.00 
Summary of Request:  The term of the contract is one year with three optional one-year 
renewals. The Contractor will collect field data and develop a coastal invasive species 
inventory and management plan for the Agency. The Contractor will be paid $15.00 per 
Invasive Species Only Plot, $29.00 per Invasive Species and Timber Plot, and $5,000.00 for 
the Ward Bayou Wildlife Management Area Invasive Species Management Plan. The 
Contractor was selected through an IFB with three respondents. The Agency requests 
exceptions to Sections 3-202.08.1 and 3-202.08.2 for failure to treat the Question and Answer 
document as an amendment and not obtaining signature for Acknowledgement of 
Amendments and for not posting the amendment onto the Agency’s website.  As the Question 
and Answer document was posted on the Mississippi Procurement Opportunity Search Portal 
(hereinafter “Portal”) and prospective contractors were notified in the IFB that said documents 
would be posted to the Portal, OPSCR does not have concerns regarding competition, 
fairness, and transparency of this procurement. 
 
Staff Recommendation:  This request has been reviewed for compliance by OPSCR staff 
and complies with PPRB OPSCR Rules and Regulations and all legal requirements. OPSCR 
recommends approval of the contract as requested. 
 
Projected Budget for Life of the Contract:  $466,670.00 

 
Action: A motion was made by Mr. Morehead to approve the staff recommendation as 

presented. The motion was seconded by Mr. McLeod and unanimously approved 
by all members present.  

 
Items VI.B.4 and VI.B.5 were presented together and voted together. 

 
4. Requesting Agency:  Mississippi Department of Education 

Supplier:  Michael D. Kent 
Contract #:  103677 
Term:  07/01/2017 – 06/30/2020       Modification 
Total Value:  $334,968.12             $1,319.94 
Summary of Request:  The term of the original contract was one year with three optional one-
year renewals. Modification Three has been submitted to increase the amount of the contract 
by $1,319.94 as a result of the PERS Board of Trustees increasing the employer contribution 
rate from 15.75% to 17.4% effective July 1, 2019.  Mr. Kent is a Contract Worker. He performs 
administrative duties for the Office of Academic Education. He is a PERS retiree. He is paid 
$76.92 per hour not to exceed 20 hours per week. The total requested FY 2020 spending 
authority is $112,536.00, which is comprised of $79,996.80 for personal services, $6,119.76 
for FICA, $13,919.44 for PERS, and $12,500.00 for travel. The Contract Worker was originally 
selected through an RFQ. Modification Two was approved at the March 2019 PPRB meeting. 
Modification Three updates the Priority, Compensation and Financial Reports, and Budget 
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Narrative clauses. All other terms and conditions of the original contract remain the same. 
Proof of the regulatory board’s approval (Mississippi State Board of Education) must be 
received from the Agency prior to processing the contract. This Board meets on February 20, 
2020. 

 
Staff Recommendation:  This request has been reviewed for compliance by OPSCR staff 
and complies with PPRB OPSCR Rules and Regulations and all legal requirements. OPSCR 
recommends approval of the contract modification as requested contingent upon proof of 
regulatory board approval. 

 
Projected Budget for Life of the Contract:  $447,504.12 

 
5. Requesting Agency:  Mississippi Department of Education 

Supplier:  Michael D. Kent 
Contract #:  103677 
Term:  07/01/2017 – 06/30/2021             Renewal 
Total Value:  $447,504.12         $112,536.00 
Summary of Request:  The term of the original contract was one year with three optional one-
year renewals. Modification Four has been submitted to exercise the last optional renewal 
allowed by the original contract. Mr. Kent is a Contract Worker. He performs administrative 
duties for the Office of Academic Education. He is a PERS retiree. He is paid $76.92 per hour 
not to exceed 20 hours per week. The total requested FY 2021 spending authority is 
$112,536.00, which is comprised of $79,996.80 for personal services, $6,119.76 for FICA, 
$13,919.44 for PERS, and $12,500.00 for travel. Other than the amount associated for PERS, 
the budget for this Contract Worker is consistent with previous fiscal years. The Contract 
Worker was originally selected through an RFQ. Modification Two was approved at the March 
2019 PPRB meeting. Modification Four updates the Period of Performance, Priority, 
Compensation and Financial Reports, and Budget Narrative clauses. All other terms and 
conditions of the original contract remain the same. Proof of the regulatory board’s approval 
(Mississippi State Board of Education) must be received from the Agency prior to processing 
the contract. This Board meets on February 20, 2020. 
 
Staff Recommendation:  This request has been reviewed for compliance by OPSCR staff 
and complies with PPRB OPSCR Rules and Regulations and all legal requirements. OPSCR 
recommends approval of the contract renewal as requested contingent upon proof of 
regulatory board approval. 
 
Projected Budget for Life of the Contract:  $447,504.12 
 

Action: A motion was made by Ms. Wray to approve the staff recommendations as 
presented in Items VI.B.4 and VI.B.5.  The motion was seconded by Mr. Morehead 
and unanimously approved by all members present.  

 
6. Requesting Agency:  DMH – Ellisville State School 

Supplier:  Waste Services of Hattiesburg, LLC d/b/a Santek Waste Services, LLC 
Contract #:  8200050212 
Term:  04/02/2020 – 04/01/2021           New 
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Total Value:  $99,204.00                      $99,204.00 
Summary of Request:  The term of the contract is one year with four optional one-year 
renewals. The Contractor will provide waste management services, which includes pick up and 
disposal of all solid waste. The Contractor was selected through an RFP with four respondents. 
The Agency requests an exception to PPRB OPSCR Rules and Regulations Section 3-
202.13.2 for not deeming B Clean Environmental non-responsive as their proposal failed to 
conform to all material aspects of the RFP. As the vendor erroneously considered was not 
awarded a contract, OPSCR staff does not have concerns regarding competition, fairness, and 
transparency. Proof of the regulatory board’s approval (Board of Mental Health) must be 
received from the Agency prior to processing the contract. The Board of Mental Health meets 
on March 19, 2020. 
 
Staff Recommendation:  This request has been reviewed for compliance by OPSCR staff 
and upon granting of exception to Section 3-202.13.2 will comply with PPRB OPSCR Rules 
and Regulations and all legal requirements. OPSCR recommends granting of the exception to 
Section 3-202.13.2 and approval of the contract as requested contingent upon receipt of the 
required regulatory board’s approval. 
 
Projected Budget for Life of the Contract:  $496,020.00 
 

Action: A motion was made by Mr. Morehead to approve the staff recommendation as 
presented. The motion was seconded by Ms. Wray and unanimously approved by 
all members present.  

 
7. Requesting Agency:  Division of Medicaid 

Supplier:  LaunchPoint Ventures, LLC (formerly DataMetrix, Inc.) 
Contract #:  8200045428/8200030999 
Term:  04/01/2017 – 03/31/2021             Renewal 
Total Value:  $8,166,600.00          $0.00 
Summary of Request:  The term of the original contract was three years with two optional 
one-year renewals. Amendment Two has been submitted to exercise the first optional renewal 
allowed by the original contract. The Agency requests no additional spending authority 
because only $134,705.51 has been expended. The Contractor provides Medicaid recovery 
audit services to identify and facilitate recovery of improper payments made by DOM and 
managed care organizations as federally required by Centers for Medicare and Medicaid 
Services. The Contractor is paid 15.2% of the recovered funds. The Contractor was originally 
selected through an RFP. Amendment One was staff approved with authority granted to 
approve the assignment (from DataMetrix, Inc. to LaunchPoint Ventures, LLC) of a previously 
approved contract that did not alter any other contract terms or conditions; while the original 
contract was statutorily approved at the March 2017 PSCRB meeting. Amendment Two 
updates the Entire Agreement, Period of Performance, and Termination for Default clauses. 
All other terms and conditions of the original contract remain the same. Proof of the vendor’s 
updated required workers’ compensation, professional liability, general liability against bodily 
injury or death, and property damage and fire insurance certifications must be received from 
the agency prior to processing the contract renewal. 
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Staff Recommendation:  This request has been reviewed for compliance by OPSCR staff 
and complies with PPRB OPSCR Rules and Regulations and all legal requirements. OPSCR 
recommends approval of the contract renewal as requested contingent upon receipt of the 
vendor’s updated required workers’ compensation, professional liability, general liability, and 
property damage and fire insurance certifications. 
 
Projected Budget for Life of the Contract:  $11,923,236.00 

 
Action: A motion was made by Ms. Wray to approve the staff recommendation as 

presented. The motion was seconded by Mr. McLeod and unanimously approved 
by all members present.  

 
C. Emergency Contracts Reported to the Board for Calendar Year 2020 

 
Emergency contracts are reviewed by OPSCR staff for technical compliance upon the written 
request of the submitting agency. The OPSCR staff will process the contract in MAGIC upon 
receipt of the contract, and then conduct the requested review and notify the agency of any 
problems found during the requested review; however, it is the responsibility of the agency to 
correct any errors. If no written request for review is made by the submitting agency, OPSCR 
staff will process the contract in MAGIC upon receipt of same, and then conduct a review of the 
contract for internal auditing purposes. Emergency contracts are presented to the PPRB at its 
regular meeting and are included in the minutes of said meeting, but no action is required by the 
PPRB as to these contracts. Any approval in MAGIC or any other state system does not 
constitute approval of the emergency procurement by the PPRB and is done solely for 
processing purposes. This provision is not intended to prevent the PPRB from making a report 
under the statutory authority to audit or to take other action as deemed appropriate. 
 
There were no new emergency contracts to report at that time. 
 
Emergency Contracts previously reported to the Board are attached to these Minutes as 
Attachment E. 
 

D. Mississippi Veterans Affairs f/k/a State Veterans Affairs Board State Veterans Homes 
Service Contracts 
 
Pursuant to Senate Bill 2723 (2019 Regular Session) when procuring contracts to operate and 
provide services to state veterans homes, the Mississippi State Veterans Affairs Board decisions 
supersede any rule or regulation of the Public Procurement Review Board to the contrary. 
OPSCR staff processed the contracts in MAGIC upon receipt and reviewed this contract for 
technical compliance. OPSCR will notify the Agency of any problems found during the review, 
however it is the responsibility of the Agency to correct any errors. These contracts are presented 
to the PPRB at its regular meeting and are included in the minutes of said meeting, but no action 
is required by the PPRB as to these contracts. 
 

1. Requesting Agency:  Mississippi Veterans Affairs f/k/a State Veterans Affairs Board 
Supplier:  Cory F. Johnson 
Contract #:  114480/118649 
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Term:  04/17/2019 – 06/30/2020       Modification 
Total Value:  $98,500.00            $36,000.00 
Summary of Request:  The term of the original contract remains one year. Modification One 
has been submitted to increase the amount of the contract by $36,000.00.  Mr. Johnson is a 
Contract Worker. He provides nursing care for the Jackson Veterans Home. He is paid $33.00 
per hour. The Agency has been advised to add a not to exceed amount to the contract and to 
add the breakdown of personal services and FICA. This modification is exempt from purview 
of PPRB OPSCR as allowed by Senate Bill 2723, which states, “The State Veterans Affairs 
Board may contract with nongovernmental entities or the United States Department of 
Veterans Affairs to operate and provide services to state veterans homes….The provisions of 
this paragraph shall supersede any rule or regulation of the***Public Procurement Review 
Board to the contrary.” 
 

E. Department of Finance and Administration Aircraft Maintenance Contracts 
 
Pursuant to Senate Bill 2918 (2019 Regular Session) when procuring aircraft maintenance, 
parts, equipment and/or services, the Department of Finance and Administration contracts are 
exempt from the requirements of Section 27-104-7(2)({). OPSCR staff processed the contract in 
MAGIC upon receipt and reviewed this contract for technical compliance. OPSCR will notify the 
Agency of any problems found during the review, however it is the responsibility of the Agency 
to correct any errors. These contracts are presented to the PPRB at its regular meeting and are 
included in the minutes of said meeting, but no action is required by the PPRB as to these 
contracts. Any approval in MAGIC or any other state system does not constitute approval of the 
contract procurement or executed contract by the PPRB and is done solely for processing 
purposes. This provision is not intended to prevent the PPRB from making a report under the 
statutory authority to audit or to take other action as deemed appropriate. 

 
1. Requesting Agency:  Department of Finance and Administration 

Supplier:  Elliott Aviation of the Quad Cities, Inc. 
Contract #:  8200049551 
Term:  02/01/2020 – 05/31/2020           New 
Total Value:  $202,810.00         $202,810.00 
Summary of Request:  The term of the contract is four months with no optional renewal. The 
Contractor will provide the Beechcraft King Air 350 general maintenance and inspection 
services. The Agency requests $202,810.00 in spending authority, which is comprised of 
$117,810.00 for general maintenance and inspection services and $85,000.00 for approved 
repairs not listed in the IFB but deemed necessary during the inspections and limited to the 
IFB scope of work. The Contractor was selected through an IFB with one respondent. This 
procurement is exempt from purview of PPRB OPSCR as allowed by Miss. Code Ann. § 61-
13-5, which states “The Department of Finance and Administration is hereby exempt from the 
requirements of § 27-104-7(2)(f) when procuring aircraft maintenance, parts, equipment, 
and/or services. It shall be the responsibility of the Executive Director of the Department of 
Finance and Administration to ensure commercially reasonable practices, including 
competitive pricing and superb industry maintenance standards. The selection process of 
maintenance facility shall consider: their capability and experience, the scope of work, the cost 
and the length of the time the aircraft will be out of service.” 
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F. OPSCR Staff Approvals Reported to the Board 
  

The list of February 2020 OPSCR staff approvals reported to the Board is attached to these 
Minutes as Attachment F. 

 
G. OPSCR Director’s Report 

 
Ms. Martin’s director’s report included the following: 

 
 OPSCR Legislation: HB 175, HB 502, HB 617, HB 848, SB 2215, SB 2218, SB 2259, (HB 

1086 and HB 1191 were added after the PPRB Agenda was finalized) 
 

o HB 848, previously reviewed by Mr. Campbell, was not discussed by Ms. Martin. 
 

o HB 175, HB 502, HB 617, HB 1086, HB 1191, SB 2218, and SB 2259, all died in 
committee  and will no longer be tracked by OPSCR.  

 
o HB 1086, HB 1191, and SB 2215 all passed out of committee and will continue to be 

tracked because they are of particular importance to OPSCR. 
 

 Ms. Martin provided an update on the February 21, 2020 Rules and Regulations Revisions 
Training. 
 

o The class was well attended with 55 agencies registered and 63 attendees. 
 

o Great feedback was received  
 

 Ms. Martin also talked about the upcoming 2020 NASPO Exchange Conference to be held 
March 24-26 in Nashville, TN.  

 
VII. Other Business 
 

There was no other business to discuss. 
 

VIII. Adjournment 
 

Action: A motion was made by Mr. Morehead to adjourn. The motion was seconded by 
Ms. Wray and unanimously approved by all members present. 

 
These Minutes of the Public Procurement Review Board were approved by the members on the 
1st of April, 2020.    

 
_______________________________     ____________________  
Jeffery Belk, Chair        Date 
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MEETING AGENDA 

Wednesday, March 4, 2020 
9:00 a.m. 

  
I. Call to Order  
 
II. Approval of Minutes from February 5, 2020 Public Procurement Review Board Meeting  

 
III. Approval of per diem and expenses for the March 4, 2020 meeting and for any additional 

expenses incurred prior to the April 1, 2020 meeting  
 
IV. DFA Office of Purchasing, Travel and Fleet Management (OPTFM) 
 

A. Petitions for Relief from Reverse Auction  
 

1. Governing Authorities  
 

i. Requesting Governing Authority: Jackson County School District  
 Supplier: Unknown 
 Term: 7/1/2020 through 6/30/2021  
 Commodities: E-Rate Category 2 Project 
 Total Value: $400,000.00 estimated 
 Summary of Request: Jackson County School District has requested an exemption from 

using the reverse auction process for the purchase of an E-Rate Category 2 project. E-Rate is 
the commonly used name for the Schools and Libraries Program of the Universal Service 
Fund, which is administered by the Universal Service Administrative Company (USAC) under 
the direction of the Federal Communications Commission (FCC). They are requesting an 
exemption because of the overall complexity of the project, which will include commodities and 
services. Vendors may make a primary bid and are able to send in an alternate equivalent bid. 
Vendors can bid on one or more items of the project or they may bid on the complete project. 
Because of the complexity of these projects, the District feels other evaluation factors may 
need to be considered, other than cost. The District feels that competitive sealed bidding 
should be utilized to procure the project. 

 
 Staff Recommendation: This request has been reviewed for compliance and has been 

determined to comply with all rules and regulations and legal requirements by DFA staff. Based 
on the information provided, OPTFM recommends approval of the exemption and the use of 
competitive sealed bidding for the procurement. 

 
 
 

http://www.dfa.ms.gov/pprb/opscr/PPRB2.5.20Minutes.pdf
http://www.dfa.ms.gov/pprb/optfm/JacksonCountySchoolDisterateexemptionMarch2020PPRB.pdf
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ii. Requesting Governing Authority: Desoto County  
Supplier: Unknown 

 Term: 3/4/2020 through 3/4/2025 
 Commodities: Drug Testing Equipment, Software and Supplies 
 Total Value: $275,000.00 estimated  
 Summary of Request: Desoto County has requested an exemption from using reverse 

auction process for the purchase of drug testing equipment and supplies.  They are requesting 
an exemption because the procurement will consist of commodities and testing and software 
support services necessary to implement a new system for juvenile drug court mandated 
testing. The County feels that competitive sealed bidding process should be utilized to procure 
the items. 

 
 Staff Recommendation: This request has been reviewed for compliance and has been 

determined to comply with all rules and regulations and legal requirements by DFA staff.  
Based on the information provided, OPTFM recommends approval of the exemption and the 
use of competitive sealed bidding for the procurement. 

 
iii. Requesting Governing Authority: Pike County  
 Supplier: Unknown 
 Term: 12 months 
 Commodities: Pipe  
 Total Value: $133,000.00 estimated 
 Summary of Request: Pike County has requested an exemption from using the reverse 

auction process for the purchase of pipe. They are requesting an exemption because the 
County wishes to award to multiple vendors. The County feels that the competitive sealed 
bidding process should be utilized to procure the item. 

 
 Staff Recommendation: This request has been reviewed for compliance and has been 

determined to comply with all rules and regulations and legal requirements by DFA staff. Based 
on the information provided, OPTFM recommends approval of the exemption and the use of 
competitive sealed bidding for the procurement. 

 
iv. Requesting Governing Authority: Pike County 
 Supplier: Unknown 
 Term: 12 months 
 Commodities: Clay aggregate  
 Total Value: $78,000.00 estimated 
 Summary of Request: Pike County has requested an exemption from using the reverse 

auction process for the purchase of clay aggregate. They are requesting an exemption 
because they have only received one bid in the past several years as only one vendor services 
their area.  Last year they conducted a reverse auction and the only vendor that responds to 
their yearly solicitation refused to participate. The County feels that the competitive sealed 
bidding process should be utilized to procure the item. 

 
 Staff Recommendation: This request has been reviewed for compliance and has been 

determined to comply with all rules and regulations and legal requirements by DFA staff. Based 
on the information provided, OPTFM recommends approval of the exemption and the use of 
competitive sealed bidding for the procurement. 

http://www.dfa.ms.gov/pprb/optfm/DeSotoCountyBOSReverseAuctionExemptionMarc2020pprb.pdf
http://www.dfa.ms.gov/pprb/optfm/PIkeCountyPipeexemptionmarch2020pprb.pdf
http://www.dfa.ms.gov/pprb/optfm/PikeCountyclayaggregateexemptionMarch2020pprb.pdf
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v. Requesting Governing Authority: Pike County 
 Supplier: Unknown 
 Term: 12 months 
 Commodities: Asphalt  
 Total Value: $650,000.00 estimated 
 Summary of Request: Pike County has requested an exemption from using the reverse 

auction process for the purchase of asphalt. They are requesting an exemption because the 
County wishes to award to multiple vendors. The County feels that the competitive sealed 
bidding process should be utilized to procure the item. 

 
 Staff Recommendation: This request has been reviewed for compliance and has been 

determined to comply with all rules and regulations and legal requirements by DFA staff. Based 
on the information provided, OPTFM recommends approval of the exemption and the use of 
competitive sealed bidding for the procurement. 

 
vi. Requesting Governing Authority: Pike County 
 Supplier: Unknown 
 Term: 12 months 
 Commodities: Signs  
 Total Value: $25,000.00 estimated 
 Summary of Request: Pike County has requested an exemption from using the reverse 

auction process for the purchase of signs. They are requesting an exemption because the 
County wishes to award to multiple vendors. The County feels that the competitive sealed 
bidding process should be utilized to procure the item. 

 
 Staff Recommendation: This request has been reviewed for compliance and has been 

determined to comply with all rules and regulations and legal requirements by DFA staff. Based 
on the information provided, OPTFM recommends approval of the exemption and the use of 
competitive sealed bidding for the procurement. 

 
2. State Agencies  

 
i. Requesting Agency: Mississippi Department of Transportation (MDOT) 

Supplier: Unknown 
 Contract: RFx 3180001007 
 Term: One (1) Year (7/1/2020-6/30/2021) 
 Total Value: Estimated $5,000,000.00 
 Summary of Request:  MDOT has requested an exemption from using the reverse auction 

process for the purchase of hot and cold asphalt mix. Hot and cold mix asphalt are used by 
MDOT road maintenance crews at various locations throughout the State. The location of the 
work, type of asphalt mix needed, and plants producing at the time of work must be known to 
determine lowest cost. Additionally, since hot mix must be used within a short time period, only 
plants within a certain geographical range of the work location can be considered when 
determining lowest cost. For these reasons, MDOT needs all locations and all vendors to bid, 
even if their price is higher than another vendor because MDOT awards to all vendors and 
then makes a determination at the time of purchase. Since the commodity procurements are 

http://www.dfa.ms.gov/pprb/optfm/PikecountyasphaltexemptionsMarch2020PPRB.pdf
http://www.dfa.ms.gov/pprb/optfm/PikeCountysignsexemptionmarch2020pprb.pdf
http://www.dfa.ms.gov/pprb/optfm/MDOThotandcoldasphaltexemptionMarch2020PPRB.pdf
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not awarded based on a single award to the lowest bid for the line item, it is not a good 
candidate for the reverse auction process. MDOT requests to utilize a competitive sealed bid 
procurement process to promote open competition. The bid will contain possibly two (2) twelve 
(12) month extensions.  

 
 Staff Recommendation: This request has been reviewed for compliance and has been 

determined to comply with all rules and regulations and legal requirements by DFA staff. Based 
on the information provided, OPTFM recommends approval of the exemption and the use of 
competitive sealed bidding for this procurement. 

ii. Requesting Agency: Mississippi Department of Transportation (MDOT) 
Supplier: Unknown 

 Contract: RFx 3180001008 
 Term: One (1) Year (7/1/2020-6/30/2021) 
 Total Value: Estimated $7,000,000.00 
 Summary of Request: MDOT has requested an exemption from using the reverse auction 

process for the purchase of crushed aggregates (limestone). Crushed aggregates are used by 
MDOT road maintenance crews at various locations throughout the State along with certified 
bituminous materials to chip seal and for shoulder repairs. Large aggregate (rip rap) is used 
for erosion control at drainage structures and bridge sites. Because of seasonal use, there can 
be availability issues since MDOT competes for product with cities, counties, and asphalt 
plants. Availability and location of work must be known to determine the lowest cost. Due to 
availability and location, MDOT needs to award to all vendors even if their price is higher than 
another vendor because availability and transportation cost at the time of the purchase is a 
factor. Since the commodity procurements are not awarded based on a single award to the 
lowest bid for the line item, this commodity is not a good candidate for the reverse auction 
process. MDOT requests to utilize a competitive sealed bid procurement process to promote 
open competition. They will to contain a possible two (2) twelve (12) month extensions. 

 
 Staff Recommendation: This request has been reviewed for compliance and has been 

determined to comply with all rules and regulations and legal requirements by DFA staff. Based 
on the information provided, OPTFM recommends approval of the exemption and the use of 
competitive sealed bidding for this procurement. 

iii. Requesting Agency: Mississippi Department of Transportation (MDOT) 
Supplier: Unknown 

 Contract: RFx 3180001009 
 Term: One (1) Year (7/1/2020-6/30/2021) 
 Total Value: Estimated $500,000.00 

Summary of Request:  MDOT maintenance crews use various types of equipment   
throughout the State for maintenance and emergency activities. The rental of equipment allows 
MDOT to meet temporary and emergency equipment needs while eliminating the need to make 
large equipment purchases and incur the maintenance costs. In order to determine the lowest 
cost, time of work, equipment required and equipment availability must be known. MDOT is 
requesting an exemption from reverse auction to allow for a multiple award to all vendors that 
meet specifications for equipment rental and determine the lowest cost at the time of rental.  

 

http://www.dfa.ms.gov/pprb/optfm/MDOTcrushedaggregateexemptionMarch2020PPRB.pdf
http://www.dfa.ms.gov/pprb/optfm/MDOTequipmentrentalexemptionMarch2020PPRB.pdf
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 Staff Recommendation: This request has been reviewed for compliance and has been 
determined to comply with all rules and regulations and legal requirements by DFA staff. Based 
on the information provided, OPTFM recommends approval of the exemption and the use of 
competitive sealed bidding for this procurement. 

B. Consideration of Governing Authority Contracts for Board Action  
 

1. Requesting Governing Authority: Oxford School District  
Supplier: Apple Inc.    
Term: One time purchase  
Total Value: $1,417,400.00 (Modification $1,303,400.00) 
Summary of Request: Oxford School District was granted an exemption from reverse auction 
on November 6, 2019 and the award of the contract in the amount of $1,417,400.00 was 
approved at the February 5, 2020 PPRB meeting. They are requesting to decrease the total 
amount of award due to Apple revising the quote to a lower amount. The District wishes to 
modify the awarded amount to Apple from $1,417,400 to $1,303,400.00.   
 

 Staff Recommendation: This request has been reviewed for compliance and has been 
determined to comply with all rules and regulations and legal requirements by DFA staff. Based 
on the information submitted, we ask that the Board approve this modification.   

 
2. Requesting Governing Authority: Hinds County School District  

Supplier: Synergetics    
Term: 7/1/2019 through 6/30/2024  
Total Value: $337,219.80 (Modification $411,367.57) 
Summary of Request: Hinds County School District wishes to modify their E-Rate contract 
that was originally approved in March 2019 in the amount of $337,219.80. They are requesting 
to increase the total amount of the award to $411,367.57 due to the District’s receiving 
additional E-Rate funds which may expended on the project.  

 
 Staff Recommendation: This request has been reviewed for compliance and has been 

determined to comply with all rules and regulations and legal requirements by DFA staff. Based 
on the information submitted, we ask that the Board approve this modification. 

 
3. Requesting Governing Authority: Greenville School District  

Supplier: Synergetics    
Term: 7/1/2019 through 6/30/2024  
Total Value: $256,485.84 (Modification $270,485.69) 
Summary of Request: Greenville School District wishes to modify their E-Rate contract that 
was originally approved in May 2019 in the amount of $256,485.84. They are requesting to 
increase the total amount of award to $270,485.69 due to the District’s receiving additional E-
Rate funds which may be expended on the project.  

 
 Staff Recommendation: This request has been reviewed for compliance and has been 

determined to comply with all rules and regulations and legal requirements by DFA staff. Based 
on the information submitted, we ask that the Board approve this modification. 

 
 

http://www.dfa.ms.gov/pprb/optfm/OxfordSchoolDIstApplebiddecreaseMarch2020PPRB.pdf
http://www.dfa.ms.gov/pprb/optfm/HindsCountySchooldistrictPPRBIncreaseMarch2020PPRB.pdf
http://www.dfa.ms.gov/pprb/optfm/GreenvilleschoolserateMaybidmodificationMarch2020PPRB.pdf
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4. Requesting Governing Authority: Lamar County Schools 
Supplier: Apple Inc.  
Term: 3/4/2020 through 3/4/2023  
Total Value: $2,000,000.00  
Summary of Request: Lamar County Schools was granted an exemption from reverse 
auction on December 4, 2019. They advertised for competitive sealed bids for the purchase of 
Apple products and received one (1) bid. The District wishes to award to Apple Inc. 
 

 Staff Recommendation: This request has been reviewed for compliance and has been 
determined to comply with all rules and regulations and legal requirements by DFA staff. Based 
on the information submitted, we ask that the Board approve this contract. 

 
5. Requesting Governing Authority: Covington County School District 

Supplier: S.H.O.T.S. 
Term: 7/1/2020 through 6/30/2021  
Total Value: $115,574.77 
Summary of Request: Covington County School District was granted an exemption from 
reverse auction on December 4, 2019. They advertised for competitive sealed bids for the 
purchase of an E-Rate Category 2 Project and received three (3) bids. The District wishes to 
award to S.H.O.T.S. 
 

  Staff Recommendation: This request has been reviewed for compliance and has been      
determined to comply with all rules and regulations and legal requirements by DFA staff. Based 
on the information submitted, we ask that the Board approve this contract. 

 
6. Requesting Governing Authority: Greenville Public Schools   

Supplier: BCI    
Term: 7/1/2020 through 6/30/2022  
Total Value: $1,400,000.00 
Summary of Request: Greenville Public Schools was granted an exemption from reverse 
auction on October 2, 2019. They advertised for competitive sealed bids for the purchase of 
an E-Rate Category 2 project and received three (3) bids. The District wishes to award to BCI. 
 

 Staff Recommendation: This request has been reviewed for compliance and has been 
determined to comply with all rules and regulations and legal requirements by DFA staff. Based 
on the information submitted, we ask that the Board approve this contract. 

 
7. Requesting Governing Authority: Jackson Hinds Library System  

Supplier: Synergetics 
Term: 7/1/2020 through 6/30/2022  
Total Value: $575,000.00  
Summary of Request: Jackson Hinds Library System was granted an exemption from reverse 
auction on October 2, 2019. They advertised for competitive sealed bids for the purchase of 
an E-Rate Category 2 project and received three (3) bids. The Library wishes to award to 
Synergetics. 
 

http://www.dfa.ms.gov/pprb/optfm/LamarCountySchoolsApplebidMarch2020PPRB.pdf
http://www.dfa.ms.gov/pprb/optfm/CovingtonCountyschoolsEratebidMarch2020PPRB.pdf
http://www.dfa.ms.gov/pprb/optfm/GreenvillePublicSchoolsEratebidMarch2020pprb.pdf
http://www.dfa.ms.gov/pprb/optfm/JacksonHindsLibraryEratebidMarch2020PPRB.pdf
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 Staff Recommendation: This request has been reviewed for compliance and has been 
determined to comply with all rules and regulations and legal requirements by DFA staff. Based 
on the information submitted, we ask that the Board approve this contract. 

 
8. Requesting Governing Authority: Monroe County School District  

Supplier: S.H.O.T.S. 
Term: 7/1/2020 through 6/30/2021  
Total Value: $117,135.90 
Summary of Request: Monroe County School District was granted an exemption from reverse 
auction on December 4, 2019. They advertised for competitive sealed bids for the purchase of 
an E-Rate Category 2 project and received two (2) bids. The District wishes to award to 
S.H.O.T.S. 
 

 Staff Recommendation: This request has been reviewed for compliance and has been 
determined to comply with all rules and regulations and legal requirements by DFA staff. Based 
on the information submitted, we ask that the Board approve this contract. 

 
9. Requesting Governing Authority: Newton Municipal School District 

Supplier: Synergetics    
Term: 7/1/2020 through 6/30/2021  
Total Value: $46,555.31 
Summary of Request: Newton Municipal School District was granted an exemption from 
reverse auction on December 4, 2019. They advertised for competitive sealed bids for the 
purchase of an E-Rate Category 2 project and received two (2) bids. The District wishes to 
award to Synergetics. 
 

 Staff Recommendation: This request has been reviewed for compliance and has been 
determined to comply with all rules and regulations and legal requirements by DFA staff. Based 
on the information submitted, we ask that the Board approve this contract. 

 
10. Requesting Governing Authority: Grenada School District   

Supplier: S.H.O.T.S.    
Term: 7/1/2020 through 6/30/2021  
Total Value: $147,323.00 
Summary of Request: Grenada School District was granted an exemption from reverse 
auction on December 4, 2019. They advertised for competitive sealed bids for the purchase of 
an E-Rate Category 2 project and received two (2) bids. The District wishes to award to 
S.H.O.T.S. 
 

 Staff Recommendation: This request has been reviewed for compliance and has been 
determined to comply with all rules and regulations and legal requirements by DFA staff. Based 
on the information submitted, we ask that the Board approve this contract. 

 
11. Requesting Governing Authority: North Tippah School District   

Supplier: Howard Technologies Solutions   
Term: 7/1/2020 through 6/30/2025  
Total Value: $325,000.00 
Summary of Request: North Tippah School District was granted an exemption from reverse 

http://www.dfa.ms.gov/pprb/optfm/MonroeCountyschoolseratebidMarch2020PPRB.pdf
http://www.dfa.ms.gov/pprb/optfm/NewtonMunicipalSchoolsEratebidMarch2020PPRB.pdf
http://www.dfa.ms.gov/pprb/optfm/GrenadaSchoolsEratebidMarch2020PPRB.pdf
http://www.dfa.ms.gov/pprb/optfm/NorthTippahSchoolseratebidMarch2020pprb.pdf
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auction on October 2, 2019. They advertised for competitive sealed bids for the purchase of 
an E-Rate Category 2 project and received two (2) bids. The District wishes to award to Howard 
Technologies Solutions. 
 

 Staff Recommendation: This request has been reviewed for compliance and has been 
determined to comply with all rules and regulations and legal requirements by DFA staff. Based 
on the information submitted, we ask that the Board approve this contract. 

 
12. Requesting Governing Authority: Union Public School District   

Supplier: S.H.O.T.S.    
Term: 7/1/2020 through 6/30/2021  
Total Value: $55,464.99 
Summary of Request: Union Public School District was granted an exemption from reverse 
auction on December 4, 2019. They advertised for competitive sealed bids for the purchase of 
an E-Rate Category 2 project and received two (2) bids. The District wishes to award to 
S.H.O.T.S. 
 

 Staff Recommendation: This request has been reviewed for compliance and has been 
determined to comply with all rules and regulations and legal requirements by DFA staff. Based 
on the information submitted, we ask that the Board approve this contract. 

 
13. Requesting Governing Authority: Copiah County School District   

Supplier: Synergetics    
Term: 7/1/2020 through 6/30/2022  
Total Value: $90,605.67 
Summary of Request: Copiah County School District was granted an exemption from reverse 
auction on October 2, 2019. They advertised for competitive sealed bids for the purchase of 
an E-Rate Category 2 project and received two (2) bids. The District wishes to award to 
Synergetics. 
 

 Staff Recommendation: This request has been reviewed for compliance and has been 
determined to comply with all rules and regulations and legal requirements by DFA staff. Based 
on the information submitted, we ask that the Board approve this contract. 

 
14. Requesting Governing Authority: Stone County School District   

Supplier: Synergetics    
Term: 7/1/2020 through 6/30/2025  
Total Value: $645,000.00  
Summary of Request: Stone County School District was granted an exemption from reverse 
auction on November 6, 2019. They advertised for competitive sealed bids for the purchase of 
an E-Rate Category 2 project and received two (2) bids. The District wishes to award to 
Synergetics. 
 

 Staff Recommendation: This request has been reviewed for compliance and has been 
determined to comply with all rules and regulations and legal requirements by DFA staff. Based 
on the information submitted, we ask that the Board approve this contract. 

 
 

http://www.dfa.ms.gov/pprb/optfm/UnionSchoolDistricteratebidMarch2020pprb.pdf
http://www.dfa.ms.gov/pprb/optfm/CopiahCountySchooleratebidMarch2020PPRB.pdf
http://www.dfa.ms.gov/pprb/optfm/StoneCountySchoolseratebidMarch2020PPRB.pdf
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15. Requesting Governing Authority: Sunflower County School District   
Supplier: Synergetics    
Term: 7/1/2020 through 6/30/2022  
Total Value: $775,000.00  
Summary of Request: Sunflower County School District was granted an exemption from 
reverse auction on October 2, 2019. They advertised for competitive sealed bids for the 
purchase of an E-Rate Category 2 project and received two (2) bids. The District wishes to 
award to Synergetics. 
 

 Staff Recommendation: This request has been reviewed for compliance and has been 
determined to comply with all rules and regulations and legal requirements by DFA staff. Based 
on the information submitted, we ask that the Board approve this contract. 

 
16. Requesting Governing Authority: Forrest County School District   

Supplier: Synergetics    
Term: 7/1/2020 through 6/30/2025  
Total Value: $61,855.75  
Summary of Request: Forrest County School District was granted an exemption from reverse 
auction on December 4, 2019. They advertised for competitive sealed bids for the purchase of 
an E-Rate Category 2 project and received two (2) bids. The District wishes to award to 
Synergetics. 
 

 Staff Recommendation: This request has been reviewed for compliance and has been 
determined to comply with all rules and regulations and legal requirements by DFA staff. Based 
on the information submitted, we ask that the Board approve this contract. 

 
17. Requesting Governing Authority: Neshoba County School District   

Supplier: S.H.O.T.S.    
Term: 7/1/2020 through 6/30/2021  
Total Value: $247,941.79  
Summary of Request: Neshoba County School District was granted an exemption from 
reverse auction on December 4, 2019. They advertised for competitive sealed bids for the 
purchase of an E-Rate Category 2 project and received one (1) bid. The District wishes to 
award to S.H.O.T.S. 
 

 Staff Recommendation: This request has been reviewed for compliance and has been 
determined to comply with all rules and regulations and legal requirements by DFA staff. Based 
on the information submitted, we ask that the Board approve this contract. 

 
18. Requesting Governing Authority: Chickasaw County   

Supplier: Blue Water Inc., Vulcan, APAC      
Term: 3/4/2020 through 12/31/2020  
Total Value: $500,000.00 estimated 
Summary of Request: Chickasaw County was granted an exemption from reverse auction on 
December 4, 2019. They advertised for competitive sealed bids for the purchase of crushed 
stone and received three (3) bids. The County wishes to award to Blue Water Inc. as primary 
and Vulcan and APAC as alternates. 
 

http://www.dfa.ms.gov/pprb/optfm/SunflowerCountySchoolsEratebidMarch2020pprb.pdf
http://www.dfa.ms.gov/pprb/optfm/ForrestCountySchoolserateBidMarch2020PPRB.pdf
http://www.dfa.ms.gov/pprb/optfm/NeshobaCountySchoolseratebidMarch2020PPRB.pdf
http://www.dfa.ms.gov/pprb/optfm/ChickasawCountycrushedstonebidMarch2020PPRB.pdf
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 Staff Recommendation: This request has been reviewed for compliance and has been 
determined to comply with all rules and regulations and legal requirements by DFA staff. Based 
on the information submitted, we ask that the Board approve this contract. 

 
19. Requesting Governing Authority: Chickasaw County   

Supplier: G & O Supply Co. Inc., Coburn’s Supply Co.  
Term: 3/4/2020 through 12/31/2020  
Total Value: $500,000.00 estimated 
Summary of Request: Chickasaw County was granted an exemption from reverse auction on 
December 4, 2019. They advertised for competitive sealed bids for the purchase of culverts 
and received two (2) bids. The County wishes to award to G & O Supply as primary and 
Coburn’s as alternate. 
 

 Staff Recommendation: This request has been reviewed for compliance and has been 
determined to comply with all rules and regulations and legal requirements by DFA staff. Based 
on the information submitted, we ask that the Board approve this contract. 

 
20. Requesting Governing Authority: Chickasaw County   

Supplier: Blue Water Inc., Vulcan      
Term: 3/4/2020 through 12/31/2020  
Total Value: $500,000.00 estimated 
Summary of Request: Chickasaw County was granted an exemption from reverse auction on 
December 4, 2019. They advertised for competitive sealed bids for the purchase of rip/rap and 
received two (2) bids. The County wishes to award to Blue Water Inc. as primary and Vulcan 
as alternate. 
 

 Staff Recommendation: This request has been reviewed for compliance and has been 
determined to comply with all rules and regulations and legal requirements by DFA staff. Based 
on the information submitted, we ask that the Board approve this contract. 

 
21. Requesting Governing Authority: Chickasaw County   

Supplier: Ergon Inc.      
Term: 3/4/2020 through 12/31/2020  
Total Value: $500,000.00 estimated 
Summary of Request: Chickasaw County was granted an exemption from reverse auction on 
December 4, 2019. They advertised for competitive sealed bids for the purchase of liquid 
asphalt and received one (1) bid. The County wishes to award to Ergon Inc. 
 

 Staff Recommendation: This request has been reviewed for compliance and has been 
determined to comply with all rules and regulations and legal requirements by DFA staff. Based 
on the information submitted, we ask that the Board approve this contract. 

 
22. Requesting Governing Authority: Scott County   

Supplier: Hunts Southland, Ergon, Blacklidge, W.E. Blain and Sons, Dickerson and Bowen, 
Cold Mix, Inc., Custom Paving, Donaldson Construction, Inc.       
Term: 3/4/2020 through 12/31/2020  
Total Value: $500,000.00 estimated 
Summary of Request: Scott County was granted an exemption from reverse auction on 

http://www.dfa.ms.gov/pprb/optfm/ChickasawCountyculvertbidMarch2020PPRB.pdf
http://www.dfa.ms.gov/pprb/optfm/ChickasawCountyriprapbidMarch2020PPRB.pdf
http://www.dfa.ms.gov/pprb/optfm/ChickasawCountyliquidasphaltbidMarch2020PPRB.pdf
http://www.dfa.ms.gov/pprb/optfm/ScottCountyAsphaltbidMarch2020PPRB.pdf
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October 2, 2019. They advertised for competitive sealed bids for the purchase of liquid asphalt, 
asphalt and asphalt laydown. For liquid asphalt, they wish to award to Hunts Southland as 
primary and Ergon and Blacklidge as alternates. For hot mix asphalt, they wish to award to 
W.E. Blain and Sons as primary with Dickerson and Bowen as alternate. For cold mix asphalt, 
they wish to award to Cold Mix Inc. For asphalt laydown, they wish to award to Custom Paving 
as primary and Donaldson Construction Inc. and W.E. Blain and Sons as alternates.  
 
Staff Recommendation: This request has been reviewed for compliance and has been 
determined to comply with all rules and regulations and legal requirements by DFA staff. Based 
on the information submitted, we ask that the Board approve this contract. 
 

23. Requesting Governing Authority: Scott County   
Supplier: John E. Smith, Vulcan, Hammett Gravel       
Term: 3/4/2020 through 12/31/2020  
Total Value: $500,000.00 estimated 
Summary of Request: Scott County was granted an exemption from reverse auction on 
October 2, 2019. They advertised for competitive sealed bids for the purchase of gravel and 
rip/rap. For the gravel, they wish to award to Hammett Gravel. For the rip/rap, they wish to 
award to John E. Smith as primary and Vulcan as alternate. 
 
Staff Recommendation: This request has been reviewed for compliance and has been 
determined to comply with all rules and regulations and legal requirements by DFA staff. Based 
on the information submitted, we ask that the Board approve this contract. 

 
C. Consideration of State Agency Contracts for Board Action 

 
1. Requesting Agency: Mississippi Department of Transportation (MDOT) 
 Supplier: Ergon, Blacklidge Emulsions 
 Contract #: 8900001058, 8900001059 
 Term: 7/1/2019-6/30/2021 
 Total Value: $2,000,000.00, $75,000.00 

Summary of Request: At the 3/6/2019 PPRB meeting MDOT requested and was approved 
for an exemption from using the reverse auction process for the purchase of certified 
bituminous materials (liquid asphalt). The contracts were approved by the PPRB on 5/1/2019. 
MDOT solicited bids with two (2) responses and received no protests. MDOT awarded to both 
bidders as each met the specifications. MDOT is requesting approval for the first of two (2) 
possible twelve (12) month extensions.  
 

 Staff Recommendation: This request has been reviewed for compliance and has been 
determined to comply with all rules and regulations and legal requirements by DFA staff. Based 
on the information provided, OPTFM recommends approval of these contract extensions. 

 
2. Requesting Agency: Mississippi Department of Agriculture and Commerce (MDAC) 
 Supplier: Signature Offset, LLC 
 Contract #: 8200050031 
 Term: Four (4) years (3/15/2020-3/14/2024) with the option to extend one (1) additional year 

at the same terms and conditions of the original contract. 
 Total Value: $500,000.00 

http://www.dfa.ms.gov/pprb/optfm/ScottCountygravelandriprapbidMarch2020PPRB.pdf
http://www.dfa.ms.gov/pprb/optfm/MDOTrenewallettersliquidasphaltMarch2020PPRB.pdf
http://www.dfa.ms.gov/pprb/optfm/MDACMarketbulletinBidMarch2020PPRB.pdf
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Summary of Request: MDAC has submitted a request for authority to enter into a contract 
with Signature Offset, LLC, for the printing, typesetting, and presort mailing of the bi-monthly 
Mississippi Market Bulletin publication. This request was presented to and approved by the 
PPRB as an exemption from the reverse auction process on 11/6/2019. Two (2) responses 
were received and MDAC selected Signature Offset, LLC, the lowest and best bidder in 
accordance with applicable laws and regulations. MDAC is requesting approval of the contract. 

 
 Staff Recommendation: This request has been reviewed for compliance and has been 

determined to comply with all rules and regulations and legal requirements by DFA staff. Based 
on the information provided, OPTFM recommends approval of the contract. 

 
D. OPTFM Staff Approvals reported to the Board  

 
E. OPTFM Sole Source Purchases  

  
F.  OPTFM Emergency Purchases  
 
G. OPTFM Director’s Report  

 
• Pending Legislation (HB 407, HB 460, HB 848, HB 904, SB 2215, SB 2329, SB 2590)  
• Upcoming Certified Mississippi Purchasing Agent (CMPA) training to be held March 16-

18 
• 2020 March Purchasing Month Celebration  
• 2020 NASPO Exchange Conference – March 24-26  

 
V. DFA Bureau of Building, Grounds, and Real Property Management (BOB/RPM)  

 
A. Consideration of BOB Construction Award 

 
1. Using Agency:  Northwest Mississippi Community College 

Number:  GS# 213-054 
Project Title:   New Student Housing 
General Contractor:  Murphy & Sons, Inc. (Southaven, Mississippi)  
Construction Days from Notice to Proceed [Term]:  420 days 
Total Value at Award:  $10,523,500.00  
Project Scope: Planning and construction of a 48,000 square foot student housing complex 
with apartment-style structures, a lounge, a central office and support facilities.  This design 
will include all applicable Codes, including mechanical, electrical, plumbing, life safety 
systems, and comply with ADA requirements. It will also include the procurement of necessary 
furniture and equipment. Upon completion of this construction, two existing 1970’s era units 
will be demolished.  
 
Staff Recommendation:  This request has been reviewed for compliance and has been 
determined to comply with all rules and regulations and legal requirements by DFA staff. BOB 
has reviewed the documentation and recommends PPRB approval, contingent upon executed 
contracts. 

 

http://www.dfa.ms.gov/pprb/optfm/OPTFMFebruaryStaffaprovalsMarch2020pprb.pdf
http://www.dfa.ms.gov/pprb/optfm/OPTFMsolesourcemarch2020pprb.pdf
http://www.dfa.ms.gov/pprb/optfm/OPTFMemergencyMarch2020PPRB.pdf
http://www.dfa.ms.gov/pprb/bob/construction/2020/03042020_pprb/213-054_Bid_Tab.pdf
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B. Consideration of BOB Contracts for Project Professionals  

NOTE:  Standard Operating Procedures established by the BOB in April 2004, require PPRB 
approval of fees in excess of $250,000.00.  The following Professionals were selected by 
interview by the Using Agency and Bureau of Building, et al, procedures.   (Fees may or may 
not be anticipated to be beyond $250,000.00; however, the Bureau of Building, et al, has 
established an interoffice procedure to bring RFP/RFQ selections to PPRB for approval or 
ratification.) 

1.   Using Agency:  Alcorn State University   
  Number:   GS# 101-320 

Title:   Preplan Campus ADA Improvements 
Location:   Lorman, Mississippi 

       Preplanning Budget: $250,000.00 
      Funding Sources: Senate Bill 3065 Laws of 2019 
      Professional Fee: C+ (estimated fees $690,000.00) 
        Professional:  Canizaro Cawthon Davis, A Professional Association, Jackson,                    
                                                 Mississippi) 

Scope:  Preplanning through the Design Development Phase for campus-wide 
upgrades/repairs to comply with the Americans Disabilities Act. Scope will include signage, 
elevator installations, interior modifications, bathroom alterations, entrance/exit enlargements, 
travel route improvements, ramps installations, parking lot modifications and technology 
enhancements to better accommodate students and staff with disabilities. 

Staff Recommendation:  This request has been reviewed for compliance and has been 
determined to comply with all rules and regulations and legal requirements by DFA staff. BOB 
has reviewed the documentation and recommends PPRB approval. 

2.   Using Agency:  Delta State University   
  Number:   GS# 102-271 

Title:   Preplan Nursing School Expansion/Renovation 
Location:   Cleveland, Mississippi 

       Preplanning Budget: $125,000.00 
      Funding Sources: Senate Bill 3065 Laws of 2019 
      Professional Fee: C+ (estimated fees $360,503.18) 
 Professional:  Eley Guild Hardy Architects, PA (Biloxi, Mississippi)         

Scope:  Preplanning through the Design Development Phase for the expansion and renovation 
of the Robert E. Smith School of Nursing Building. This 14,000 square foot structure has not 
seen any significant improvements over its 33-year life span. The project scope will consist of 
adding 10,000 square feet of space, in addition to performing general interior renovations, to 
accommodate 60-100 additional nursing students. This effort will provide new classrooms, 
meeting spaces, offices, bathrooms, support spaces, a health and wellness center and a 
student lounge. ADA, mechanical, electrical, plumbing and life safety systems improvements 
will also be addressed as part of this endeavor. 

http://www.dfa.ms.gov/pprb/bob/construction/2020/03042020_PPRB/101-320_Final_Selection_Memo.pdf
http://www.dfa.ms.gov/pprb/bob/construction/2020/03042020_pprb/102-271_Final_Selection_Memo.pdf
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Staff Recommendation:  This request has been reviewed for compliance and has been 
determined to comply with all rules and regulations and legal requirements by DFA staff. BOB 
has reviewed the documentation and recommends PPRB approval. 

3.   Using Agency:  Mississippi University for Women 
  Number:   GS# 104-196 

Title:   Preplan MSMS Dorm Renovations 
Location:   Columbus, Mississippi 

       Preplanning Budget: $250,000.00 
      Funding Sources: House Bill 1649 Laws of 2018 
      Professional Fee: C+ (estimated fees $690,000.00) 
        Professional:  ArchitectureSouth, P.A., (Tupelo, Mississippi) 

Scope: Preplanning through the Design Development Phase of comprehensive renovations 
to the Goen and Frazer dormitories housing students of the Mississippi School for Math and 
Science on the MUW main campus. These 5-story, 46,437 square foot buildings, constructed 
in the mid-sixties, have not seen any significant improvements in over fifty years. Both 
residence facilities contain suite-style rooms, computer labs, common areas, support spaces 
and laundry facilities. The scope of this endeavor will include restoration as well as some 
reconfiguration of interior upgrades, ADA access improvements, asbestos abatement and 
major renovations of the mechanical, electrical, plumbing and life safety systems. 
 
Staff Recommendation:  This request has been reviewed for compliance and has been 
determined to comply with all rules and regulations and legal requirements by DFA staff. BOB 
has reviewed the documentation and recommends PPRB approval. 

4.   Using Agency:  Mississippi Valley State University   
  Number:   GS# 106-269 

Title:   Preplan Student Union Expansion and Renovation 
Location:   Itta Bena, Mississippi 

       Preplanning Budget: $375,000.00 
      Funding Sources: Senate Bill 3065 Laws of 2019 
      Professional Fee: C+ (estimated fees $1,009,602.55) 
       Professional:  McCarty Architects Professional Association (Tupelo, Mississippi)  

Scope:  Preplanning through the Design Development Phase for the expansion and 
comprehensive renovations to the Jacob Aaron Student Union, including the Delta Sands 
Motel wing, on the MVSU main campus. This two-story, 51,120 square foot structure, 
constructed in 1960, has not seen any significant improvements in over 50-plus years. The 
facility currently contains common areas, game rooms, retail stores, support spaces and a 
laundry. The scope of this endeavor will include new construction, envelope 
repairs/modifications, general renovations and some reconfiguration of the interior to tie 
multiple components into one comprehensive student union complex that will support the 
needs of the student body. ADA, mechanical, electrical, plumbing and life safety systems 
improvements will also need to be addressed as part of this endeavor. Due to potential 
Mississippi Landmark eligibility, coordination with the Mississippi Department of Archives and 
History will be required.  A pre-qualification process may also be used to assist in the selection 
of general contractors and major subcontractors experienced in historic preservation projects. 

http://www.dfa.ms.gov/pprb/bob/construction/2020/03042020_pprb/104-196_Final_Selection_Memo.pdf
http://www.dfa.ms.gov/pprb/bob/construction/2020/03042020_pprb/106-269_Final_Selection_Memo.pdf
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Staff Recommendation:  This request has been reviewed for compliance and has been 
determined to comply with all rules and regulations and legal requirements by DFA staff. BOB 
has reviewed the documentation and recommends PPRB approval. 

C. BOB Staff Approvals Reported to the Board 
 

D. DFA Deputy Director’s Report  
 
• Pending Legislation – HB 95, SB 2103    
 

E. RPM New Leases  
 

1. Requesting Agency: Mississippi Department of Corrections 
Lease #:  170-531-23A 

 Lessor: Jimmy Brown 
Term: 04-01-2020 thru 03-31-2023 

 Total Yearly Cost: $31,968.00 
 Cost PSF: 10.50 + Utilities & Janitorial 
 Previous Cost PSF: N/A 
 Total Space per Occupant: 234 sq. ft. 
 Federal Funds: 0% 
 Address of Property: 110-112 North Lafayette Street, Starkville, MS. 
 Purpose of Lease: This location will be the Parole and Probation office for Oktibbeha County. 
 Note: The Agency advertised and received two responses. The lower response of the two was 

selected. This is a three (3) year lease with no renewals. No objections to the bid were received. 
 

Staff Recommendations:  This request has been reviewed for compliance and has been 
determined to comply with all rules, regulations and legal requirements by DFA staff. RPM 
recommends the approval of this lease. 

 
F. RPM Succeeding Leases 

 
1. Requesting Agency: Mississippi Department of Employment Security 
 Lease #: 260-551-23A 
 Lessor: Trebig Wildwood, LLC 
 Term: 04-01-2020 thru 03-31-2023 
 Total Yearly Cost: $100,104.00 
 Cost PSF: $14.30 + Utilities & Janitorial 
 Previous Cost PSF: $14.30 + Utilities & Janitorial 
 Total Space per Occupant: 700 
 Federal Funds: 100% 
 Square Footage Proposed: 7,000 sq. ft. 
 Previous Square Footage: 7,000 sq. ft. 
 Address of Property: 2005 Wildwood Road, Picayune, MS. 

 Purpose of Lease: This location will be the Picayune WIN Job Center. The Picayune WIN Job 
 Center allows job seekers the opportunity to use the computer lab for job searches, resume 

http://www.dfa.ms.gov/pprb/bob/construction/2020/03042020_pprb/Staff_Approvals_combined.pdf
http://www.dfa.ms.gov/pprb/BOB/RPM/RPM2020-03-170-531-23A.pdf
http://www.dfa.ms.gov/pprb/BOB/RPM/RPM2020-03-260-551-23A.pdf


PPRB Meeting Agenda 
Woolfolk Building, Room 145 

March 4, 2020 
Page 16 of 28 

 submissions, and other job related search needs. This office also partners with Pearl River 
 Community College and houses a full-time Adult Basic Education instructor that conducts 
 classes at the WIN Job Center facility. Approximately 900-1000 job seekers are seen at the 
 center every month. 
  Note: This is a three (3) year lease with no renewals. MDES asks for a waiver on the Space 
 Efficiency Allowance due to fact that the original lease was signed prior to the policy taking 
 effect. 
 
 Staff Recommendations: This request has been reviewed for compliance by DFA staff, and 
 upon the granting of the waiver for the Space Efficiency Allowance, MDES will have complied 
 with all rules, regulations and legal requirements. RPM recommends the approval of this lease. 

 
2. Requesting Agency: Mississippi Department of Corrections 
 Lease #: 170-461-23A 

Lessor: Anderson Engineering 
Term: .04-01-2020 thru 03-31-2023 

 Total Yearly Cost: $15,183.00 
 Cost PSF: $7.00 + Utilities & Janitorial 
 Previous Cost PSF:  $7.00 + Utilities & Janitorial 
 Total Space per Occupant: 241sq. ft. 
 Federal Funds: 0% 
 Square Footage Proposed: 2,169 sq. ft.  
 Previous Square Footage: 2,169 sq. ft.  
 Address of Property: 346 Second Street, Columbia, MS. 
 Purpose of Lease: This location will be the Probation & Parole office for Marion County. 
 Note:  This is a three (3) year lease with no renewals. 

 
 Staff Recommendations:  This request has been reviewed for compliance and has been 

determined to comply with all rules, regulations and legal requirements by DFA staff. RPM 
recommends the approval of this lease. 
 

3. Requesting Agency: Mississippi Department of Corrections 
 Lease #: 170-251-25C 
 Lessor: Hunter Slay 
 Term: 04-01-2020 thru 03-31-2025 
 Total Yearly Cost: $38,280.00 
 Cost PSF: $3.48 + Utilities & Janitorial 

Previous Cost PSF:  $3.48 + Utilities & Janitorial 
 Total Space per Occupant: N/A  
 Federal Funds: 0% 
 Square Footage Proposed: 11,000 sq. ft.  
 Previous Square Footage: 11,000 sq. ft.  
 Address of Property: 429 South Gallatin Street, Jackson, MS 
 Purpose of Lease: This location serves as the Hinds Restitution Center, a community based 

correctional facility for 75 male offenders sentenced there as a condition of probation as an 
alternative to incarceration. 

 Note:  This is a five (5) year lease with no renewals. 

http://www.dfa.ms.gov/pprb/BOB/RPM/RPM2020-03-170-461-23A.pdf
http://www.dfa.ms.gov/pprb/BOB/RPM/RPM2020-03-170-251-25C.pdf
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 Staff Recommendations:  This request has been reviewed for compliance and has been 
determined to comply with all rules, regulations and legal requirements by DFA staff. RPM 
recommends the approval of this lease. 

 
G. RPM Amended Leases  

 
1. Requesting Agency: Mississippi State Personnel Board 
 Lease #: 650-251-26A 
 Lessor: Hertz Jackson One, LLC. 

 Term: 06-01-2021 thru 06-30-2026 
 Total Yearly Cost: $286,227.96 
 Cost PSF: $13.04 Inclusive 
 Previous Cost PSF: $13.04 Inclusive 
 Total Space per Occupant: 562 
 Federal Funds: 0% 
 Square Footage Proposed: 21,950 
 Previous Square Footage: 21,950 
 Address of Property: 210 E. Capitol Street, Jackson, MS. 
 Purpose of Lease: The Mississippi State Personnel Board is the central personnel agency for 
 state government. MSPB is responsible for human capital and workforce management for 
 state agencies, boards and commissions. MSPB is also responsible for providing state agencies 
 with the proper training for employees to ensure a quality workforce. MSPB utilizes two 
 classrooms. One classroom also serves as a boardroom for monthly meetings. The 
 classrooms are utilized between 18-20 days per month.  The current location allows MSPB to 
 be in the downtown capitol complex area and facilitates MSPB in fulfilling our mission at a 
 competitive rate.  
 Note: This is a five (5) year lease with no renewals. MSPB asks for a waiver on the Space 
 Efficiency Allowance due to fact that the original lease was signed prior to the policy taking 
 effect. MSPB also asks for a waiver on section 200.5 of the State Leasing Manual that restricts 
 leases from being renewed more than 12 months prior to the current lease expiration date.        
  

Amendments to the original lease are as follows: 
1. Extend lease through June 30, 2026. 
2. Lessor will replace all carpet in Suite 800 on the 8th floor. 
3. Floor plan changes as shown in Exhibit A (attached). 
4. The parties acknowledge that Section 3 of the original lease has previously been revised 

to 21,950 rentable square feet. 
 

 Staff Recommendations: This request has been reviewed for compliance by DFA staff, and
 upon the granting of the waiver for the Space Efficiency Allowance and section 200.5 of the 
 State Leasing Manual, MSPB will have complied with all rules, regulations and legal 
 requirements. RPM recommends the approval of this lease. 
 
 
 

http://www.dfa.ms.gov/pprb/BOB/RPM/RPM2020-03-650-251-26A.pdf
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H. Parchman Farmland Assignments 
 

1. Consider a request from Mississippi Department of Corrections to assign/sub-lease 
approximately 227 acres of tract 5 (fields 4,5,6,7,8,9) located in the Mississippi State Penitentiary 
Farmland in Sunflower County, Mississippi, from William E. Livingston to Joshua Chandler, for 
the 2020 crop year per paragraph 18 of the original lease regarding assignments. All terms and 
conditions, including the yearly rental amounts per acre will remain the same as in the original 
lease between the Lessee and the State of Mississippi. The Lessee and Assignee will both be 
responsible for the tract(s) until expiration of the lease term which is January 14th, 2021. Should 
the PPRB decide not to approve the Assignment/Sub-Lease, the Lessee will retain the tract(s) 
completely. The total yearly amount of the assigned leases is $14,755.73.  

 
 Staff Recommendations:  This request has been reviewed for compliance and has been  

determined to comply with all rules, regulations and legal requirements by DFA staff. RPM 
recommends the approval of this lease assignment. 

 
2. Consider a request from Mississippi Department of Corrections to assign/sub-lease 

approximately 692.07 acres of tracts 16 & 18 located in the Mississippi State Penitentiary 
Farmland in Sunflower County, Mississippi, from Orlando Simon & Marcus Johnson to O & M 
Farms, for the 2020 crop year per paragraph 18 of the original lease regarding assignments. All 
terms and conditions, including the yearly rental amounts per acre will remain the same as in 
the original lease between the Lessee(s) and the State of Mississippi. The Lessee(s) and 
Assignee will both be responsible for the tract(s) until expiration of the lease term which is 
January 14th, 2021. Should the PPRB decide not to approve the Assignment/Sub-Lease, the 
Lessee(s) will retain the tract(s) completely. The total yearly amount of the assigned leases is 
$49,412.10.  

 
 Staff Recommendations:  This request has been reviewed for compliance and has been 

determined to comply with all rules, regulations and legal requirements by DFA staff. RPM 
recommends the approval of this lease assignment 
 

I. RPM Director’s Report  
 

• Report on Parchman State Penitentiary Farmland Revenue/Acres Leased  
 

VI. DFA Office of Personal Service Contract Review (OPSCR)  
 

A. Petitions for Relief from Competitive Sealed Bidding 
 

1. Requesting Agency:  Mississippi Department of Marine Resources 
RFx Number:  3180001016 
Procurement Request:  Request for Proposals 
Anticipated Term:  Two (2) years with no renewals 
Anticipated Contract Amount:  $150,000.00 
Summary of Request:  The Agency has submitted a Petition for Relief from the use of an 
Invitation for Bids (IFB) as the procurement method as allowed by Miss. Code Ann. § 31-7-
403(4) for the competitive procurement of a vendor to treat non-native, invasive vegetation on 
152 acres of property within the National Estuarine Research Reserve (NERR).  The vendor 

http://www.dfa.ms.gov/pprb/BOB/RPM/RPM2020-03-Assignments.pdf
http://www.dfa.ms.gov/pprb/opscr/3180001016.pdf
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will provide treatment when environmental conditions and target species phenology are most 
favorable to ensure elimination or control of designated non-native invasive vegetation. The 
Agency contends the use of an IFB is neither practicable nor advantageous as the service 
requires skilled technicians with expertise in controlling invasive species throughout coastal 
wetlands.  Invasive mapping conducted in 2019 identified harmful invasive species.  Continued 
control methods are necessary to keep these harmful invasive species from spreading. The 
respondents will be evaluated based on technical, cost, management and price factors. The 
technical factors will be weighted at thirty (30) points or 30%, cost factors will be weighted at 
ten (10) points or 10%, management factors will be weighted at twenty-five (25) points or 25%, 
and price will be weighted at thirty-five (35) points or 35%. 
 
Staff Recommendation:  Granting of the Agency’s Petition for Relief from competitive bidding 
requirements as allowed by Miss. Code Ann. § 31-7-403(4), approval of the Agency’s request 
to use a Request for Proposals as the procurement method to select one vendor to treat non-
native, invasive vegetation within the NERR. 

 
2. Requesting Agency:  Mississippi Department of Education 

RFx Number:  3180001005 
Procurement Request:  Request for Proposals 
Anticipated Term:  One (1) year with four (4) optional one-year renewals 
Anticipated Contract Amount:  $1,000,000.00 
Summary of Request:  The Agency has submitted a Petition for Relief from the use of an 
Invitation for Bids (IFB) as the procurement method as allowed by Miss. Code Ann. § 31-7-
403(4) for the competitive procurement of one vendor to provide food services for students, 
faculty, and staff of the Mississippi Schools for the Blind and Deaf (MSBD). The Agency 
contends the use of an IFB is neither practicable nor advantageous because the scope of work 
requires unique expertise in providing nutrition to students with gluten sensitivity and/or other 
food allergies.  MSBD does not have knowledgeable staff to handle these services. The 
respondents will be evaluated based on technical, management, and cost factors. The 
technical factors will be weighted at thirty (30) points or 30%, management factors will be 
weighted at thirty (30) points or 30%, and price will be weighted at forty (40) points or 40%. 
 
Staff Recommendation:  Granting of the Agency's Petition for Relief from competitive bidding 
requirements as allowed by Miss. Code Ann. § 31-7-403(4) and approval of the Agency's 
request to use a Request for Proposals as the procurement method to select one vendor to 
provide food services for MSBD. 

 
3. Requesting Agency:  DMH – Mississippi State Hospital 

RFx Number:  3180001018 
Procurement Request:  Request for Proposals 
Anticipated Term:  Four (4) years with one (1) optional one-year renewal 
Anticipated Contract Amount:  $14,500,000.00 
Summary of Request:  The Agency has submitted a Petition for Relief from the use of an 
Invitation for Bids (IFB) as the procurement method as allowed by Miss. Code Ann. §31-7-
403(4) for the competitive procurement of one vendor to provide Food Service Management. 
The Agency contends the use of an IFB is neither practicable nor advantageous, as the service 
requires knowledge in institutional food preparation, food management, and knowledge of food 

http://www.dfa.ms.gov/pprb/opscr/3180001005.pdf
http://www.dfa.ms.gov/pprb/opscr/3180001018.pdf
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service regulations/standards to include MS Department of Health Minimum Standards for 
Psychiatric Hospitals, MS Department of Health Minimum Standards for institutions for the 
aged or infirm, Center for Medicare & Medicaid Services, Mississippi Academy of Nutrition and 
Dietetics, Food and Nutrition Board of the National Research Council of the National Academy 
of Science, and the Joint Commission Dietary Standards 2020 to ensure production of high 
quality meals for Mississippi State Hospital patients and staff. The respondents will be 
evaluated based on technical, cost and management factors.  Technical factors will be 
weighted at ten percent (10%) or 10 points, cost factors will be weighted at thirty-seven and 
one half percent (37.5%) or 37.5 points (which includes an individual weight of thirty-five 
percent (35%) or 35 points for price), and management factors will be weighted at a combined 
fifty-two and one half percent (52.5%) or 52.5 points. 
 
Staff Recommendation:  Granting of the Agency’s Petition for Relief from competitive bidding 
requirements as allowed by Miss. Code Ann. §31-7-403(4) and approval of the agency’s 
request to use a Request for Proposals as the procurement method to select a vendor to 
provide high quality meals for Mississippi State Hospital patients and staff. 
 

4. Requesting Agency:  Mississippi Department of Child Protection Services 
RFx Number:  3180001030 
Procurement Request:  Request for Qualifications 
Anticipated Term:  Four (4) years with one (1) optional one-year renewal 
Anticipated Contract Amount:  $10,000,000.00 
Summary of Request:  The Agency has submitted a Petition for Relief from the use of an 
Invitation for Bids (IFB) as the procurement method as allowed by Miss. Code Ann. § 31-7-
403(4) for the competitive procurement of comprehensive residential Group Home services for 
children and youth in MDCPS custody ages ten to twenty years. The purpose of the Group 
Home is to provide an environment and services that will help children and their families 
develop the necessary skills to support lasting permanency, including but not limited to, 
ensuring the youth have access to health care services, develop age appropriate independent 
living skills, and secure meaningful employment and a steady source of income. The goal for 
the children and youth in group home care is lasting permanency through reunification, relative 
care, adoption, and guardianship. The Agency contends that the room and board rates are set 
by the MDCPS Finance Department and are dictated by the 2nd Modified Mississippi 
Settlement Agreement and Reform Plan. As such the Agency is soliciting qualifications to 
provide the services at the rates set by MDCPS. Based on the number of current contracts for 
Group Homes, the Agency anticipates multiple contracts will be issued as a result of this RFQ. 
The respondents will be evaluated based on technical, cost and management factors.  The 
technical factors will be weighted at (29%) or 29 points, management factors will be weighted 
at (35%) or 35 points, and cost factors will be weighted at (36%) or 36 points.   
 
Staff Recommendation:  Granting of the Agency’s Petition for Relief from competitive bidding 
requirements as allowed by Miss. Code Ann. §31-7-403(4) and approval of the Agency’s 
request to use a Request for Qualifications as the procurement method to select a vendor to 
serve as a Group Home provider. 
 
 

http://www.dfa.ms.gov/pprb/opscr/3180001030.pdf
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5. Requesting Agency:  Mississippi Department of Child Protection Services 
RFx Number:  3180001022 
Procurement Request:  Request for Qualifications 
Anticipated Term:  Four (4) years with one (1) optional one-year renewal 
Anticipated Contract Amount:  $11,000,000.00 
Summary of Request:  The Agency has submitted a Petition for Relief from the use of an 
Invitation for Bids (IFB) as the procurement method as allowed by Miss. Code Ann. §31-7-
403(4) for the competitive procurement of Emergency Shelter residential services as a short-
term interim placement resource in a 45 day maximum period in accordance with the “2nd 
Modified Mississippi Settlement Agreement and Reform Plan”. The Provider shall assist 
MDCPS staff in assessing each child and family’s situation, in hopes to develop an 
individualized treatment service plan to expedite reunification whenever safely possible, or 
identify the most appropriate next placement for the child so that a permanent exit is more 
likely from the next placement. The Agency contends that the room and board rates are set by 
the MDCPS Finance Department and are dictated by the 2nd Modified Mississippi Settlement 
Agreement and Reform Plan. As such the Agency is soliciting qualifications to provide the 
services at the rates set by MDCPS. Based on the number of current contracts for Emergency 
Shelter, the Agency anticipates multiple contracts will be issued as a result of this RFQ. The 
respondents will be evaluated based on technical, cost and management factors.  The 
technical factors will be weighted at (29%) or 29 points, management factors will be weighted 
at (35%) or 35 points, and cost factors will be weighted at (36%) or 36 points.   
 
Staff Recommendation:  Granting of the Agency’s Petition for Relief from competitive bidding 
requirements as allowed by Miss. Code Ann. §31-7-403(4) and approval of the Agency’s 
request to use a Request for Qualifications as the procurement method to select a vendor to 
serve as an Emergency Shelter provider. 

 
6. Requesting Agency:  Mississippi Department of Child Protection Services 

RFx Number:  3180001021 
Procurement Request:  Request for Qualifications 
Anticipated Term:  Four (4) years with one (1) optional one-year renewal 
Anticipated Contract Amount:  $30,000,000.00 
Summary of Request:  The Agency has submitted a Petition for Relief from the use of an 
Invitation for Bids (IFB) as the procurement method as allowed by Miss. Code Ann. §31-7-
403(4) for the competitive procurement of Therapeutic Foster Care comprehensive residential 
services for children from the ages of birth to twenty years old, with at least moderate 
emotional, behavioral, medical, and developmental problems including impulsive behaviors, 
aggression, runaway episodes, sexually active behaviors, and alcohol & drug misuse. The goal 
for the children and youth in therapeutic foster care is lasting permanency through reunification, 
relative care, adoption, and guardianship.  The Agency contends that the room and board rates 
are set by the MDCPS Finance Department and are dictated by the 2nd Mississippi Modified 
Settlement Agreement. As such, the Agency is soliciting qualifications to provide the services 
at the rates set by MDCPS. Based on the number of current contracts for Therapeutic Foster 
Care Homes, the Agency anticipates multiple contracts will be issued as a result of this RFQ. 
The respondents will be evaluated based on technical, cost and management factors.  The 

http://www.dfa.ms.gov/pprb/opscr/3180001022.pdf
http://www.dfa.ms.gov/pprb/opscr/3180001021.pdf
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technical factors will be weighted at (29%) or 29 points, management factors will be weighted 
at (35%) or 35 points, and cost factors will be weighted at (36%) or 36 points.   
 
Staff Recommendation:  Granting of the Agency’s Petition for Relief from competitive bidding 
requirements as allowed by Miss. Code Ann. §31-7-403(4) and approval of the Agency’s 
request to use a Request for Qualifications as the procurement method to select a vendor to 
serve as a Therapeutic Foster Care provider. 

 
7. Requesting Agency:  Mississippi Department of Child Protection Services 

RFx Number:  3180001031 
Procurement Request:  Request for Qualifications 
Anticipated Term:  Four (4) years with one (1) optional one-year renewal 
Anticipated Contract Amount:  $11,000,000.00 
Summary of Request:  The Agency has submitted a Petition for Relief from the use of an 
Invitation for Bids (IFB) as the procurement method as allowed by Miss. Code Ann. §31-7-
403(4) for the competitive procurement of Therapeutic Group Home comprehensive residential 
services for children ages ten to twenty years who are unable to live at home, or with a resource 
family who have at least moderate emotional, behavioral, medical, or developmental problems 
including  impulsive behaviors, aggression, runaway episodes, sexually active behaviors, and 
alcohol & drug misuse. The Therapeutic Group Home Program shall be designed for children 
and youth in need of twenty-four hour care & integrated planning, will remain involved in 
community-based schools, and participate in recreational activities with appropriate 
supervision. The goal for the children and youth in therapeutic group homes is lasting 
permanency through reunification, relative care, adoption, and guardianship.  The Agency 
contends that the room and board rates are set by the MDCPS Finance Department and are 
dictated by the 2nd Mississippi Modified Settlement Agreement. As such the Agency is 
soliciting qualifications to provide the services at the rates set by MDCPS. Based on the 
number of current contracts for Therapeutic Foster Care Homes, the Agency anticipates 
multiple contracts will be issued as a result of this RFQ. The respondents will be evaluated 
based on technical, cost and management factors. The technical factors will be weighted at 
(29%) or 29 points, management factors will be weighted at (35%) or 35 points, and cost factors 
will be weighted at (36%) or 36 points.   
 
Staff Recommendation:  Granting of the Agency’s Petition for Relief from competitive bidding 
requirements as allowed by Miss. Code Ann. §31-7-403(4) and approval of the Agency’s 
request to use a Request for Qualifications as the procurement method to select a vendor to 
serve as a Therapeutic Group home. 

 
B. Consideration of Contracts for Board Action 

 
1. Requesting Agency:  Mississippi Department of Human Services 

Supplier:  Pendleton Security Service, Inc. 
Contract #:  8200044480 
Term:  06/01/2019 – 05/31/2022             Renewal 
Total Value:  $654,969.03         $436,646.02 
Summary of Request:  The term of the original contract was one year with two optional two-
year renewals. Amendment One has been submitted to renew the contract for the first two-

http://www.dfa.ms.gov/pprb/opscr/3180001031.pdf
http://www.dfa.ms.gov/pprb/opscr/8200044480Amd1.pdf
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year optional renewal allowed by the original contract. The Contractor provides interior and 
exterior uniformed armed security guard services at 750 North State Street and 200 South 
Lamar Street MDHS locations. The contractor was originally selected through an IFB. 
Amendment One updates the Period of Performance, Consideration and Method of Payment, 
Stop Work Order, Notices, and Priority clauses. All other terms and conditions of the original 
contract remain the same. 

 
Staff Recommendation:  This request has been reviewed for compliance by OPSCR staff 
and complies with PPRB OPSCR Rules and Regulations and all legal requirements. OPSCR 
recommends approval of the contract renewal as requested. 
 
Projected Budget for Life of the Contract:  $1,091,615.05 

 
2. Requesting Agency:  Mississippi Department of Education 

Supplier:  Curriculum Associates, LLC 
Contract #:  8200048332 
Term:  01/09/2020 – 06/30/2021             Renewal 
Total Value:  $134,971.96           $37,406.80 
Summary of Request:  The term of the original contract was approximately six months with 
four optional one-year renewals. Modification One has been submitted to exercise the first 
optional renewal allowed by the original contract.  The Contractor provides a Comprehensive 
Early Learning Assessment/Screener (CELA/S) tool on an annual basis that is used throughout 
the district to evaluate and assess the effectiveness of pre-kindergarten (pre-k) classrooms. 
The Contractor was originally selected through an RFP. The original contract was approved at 
the December 2019 PPRB meeting. Modification One updates the Period of Performance, 
Priority, Termination in the Event of Employment, Background Checks, Budget Narrative  and 
Compensation and Financial Reports clauses.  All other terms and conditions of the original 
contract remain the same. Proof of the regulatory board’s approval (State Board of Education) 
and updated performance bond must be received by the Agency prior to processing the 
contract renewal. This Board met on February 20, 2020.  
 
Staff Recommendation:  This request has been reviewed for compliance by OPSCR staff 
and complies with PPRB OPSCR Rules and Regulations and all legal requirements. OPSCR 
recommends approval of the contract renewal as requested contingent upon proof of 
regulatory board’s approval. 
 
Projected Budget for Life of the Contract:  $247,192.36 
 

3. Requesting Agency:  Mississippi Department of Wildlife, Fisheries, and Parks 
Supplier:  Wiregrass Ecological Associates 
Contract #:  8200047855 
Term:  03/04/2020 – 03/03/2021           New 
Total Value:  $116,690.00         $116,690.00 
Summary of Request:  The term of the contract is one year with three optional one-year 
renewals. The Contractor will collect field data and develop a coastal invasive species 
inventory and management plan for the Agency. The Contractor will be paid $15.00 per 
Invasive Species Only Plot, $29.00 per Invasive Species and Timber Plot, and $5,000.00 for 
the Ward Bayou Wildlife Management Area Invasive Species Management Plan. The 

http://www.dfa.ms.gov/pprb/opscr/8200048332mod1.pdf
http://www.dfa.ms.gov/pprb/opscr/8200047855.pdf
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Contractor was selected through an IFB with three respondents. The Agency requests 
exceptions to Sections 3-202.08.1 and 3-202.08.2 for failure to treat the Question and Answer 
document as an amendment and not obtaining signature for Acknowledgement of 
Amendments and for not posting the amendment onto the Agency’s website.  As the Question 
and Answer document was posted on the Mississippi Procurement Opportunity Search Portal 
(hereinafter “Portal”) and prospective contractors were notified in the IFB that said documents 
would be posted to the Portal, OPSCR does not have concerns regarding competition, 
fairness, and transparency of this procurement. 
 
Staff Recommendation:  This request has been reviewed for compliance by OPSCR staff 
and complies with PPRB OPSCR Rules and Regulations and all legal requirements. OPSCR 
recommends approval of the contract as requested. 
 
Projected Budget for Life of the Contract:  $466,670.00 

 
4. Requesting Agency:  Mississippi Department of Education 

Supplier:  Michael D. Kent 
Contract #:  103677 
Term:  07/01/2017 – 06/30/2020       Modification 
Total Value:  $334,968.12             $1,319.94 
Summary of Request:  The term of the original contract was one year with three optional one-
year renewals. Modification Three has been submitted to increase the amount of the contract 
by $1,319.94 as a result of the PERS Board of Trustees increasing the employer contribution 
rate from 15.75% to 17.4% effective July 1, 2019.  Mr. Kent is a Contract Worker. He performs 
administrative duties for the Office of Academic Education. He is a PERS retiree. He is paid 
$76.92 per hour not to exceed 20 hours per week. The total requested FY 2020 spending 
authority is $112,536.00, which is comprised of $79,996.80 for personal services, $6,119.76 
for FICA, $13,919.44 for PERS, and $12,500.00 for travel. The Contract Worker was originally 
selected through an RFQ. Modification Two was approved at the March 2019 PPRB meeting. 
Modification Three updates the Priority, Compensation and Financial Reports, and Budget 
Narrative clauses. All other terms and conditions of the original contract remain the same. 
Proof of the regulatory board’s approval (Mississippi State Board of Education) must be 
received from the Agency prior to processing the contract. This Board meets on February 20, 
2020. 
 
Staff Recommendation:  This request has been reviewed for compliance by OPSCR staff 
and complies with PPRB OPSCR Rules and Regulations and all legal requirements. OPSCR 
recommends approval of the contract modification as requested contingent upon proof of 
regulatory board approval. 
 
Projected Budget for Life of the Contract:  $447,504.12 

 
5. Requesting Agency:  Mississippi Department of Education 

Supplier:  Michael D. Kent 
Contract #:  103677 
Term:  07/01/2017 – 06/30/2021             Renewal 
Total Value:  $447,504.12         $112,536.00 

http://www.dfa.ms.gov/pprb/opscr/103677Mod3.pdf
http://www.dfa.ms.gov/pprb/opscr/103677Mod4.pdf
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Summary of Request:  The term of the original contract was one year with three optional one-
year renewals. Modification Four has been submitted to exercise the last optional renewal 
allowed by the original contract. Mr. Kent is a Contract Worker. He performs administrative 
duties for the Office of Academic Education. He is a PERS retiree. He is paid $76.92 per hour 
not to exceed 20 hours per week. The total requested FY 2021 spending authority is 
$112,536.00, which is comprised of $79,996.80 for personal services, $6,119.76 for FICA, 
$13,919.44 for PERS, and $12,500.00 for travel. Other than the amount associated for PERS, 
the budget for this Contract Worker is consistent with previous fiscal years. The Contract 
Worker was originally selected through an RFQ. Modification Two was approved at the March 
2019 PPRB meeting. Modification Four updates the Period of Performance, Priority, 
Compensation and Financial Reports, and Budget Narrative clauses. All other terms and 
conditions of the original contract remain the same. Proof of the regulatory board’s approval 
(Mississippi State Board of Education) must be received from the Agency prior to processing 
the contract. This Board meets on February 20, 2020. 
 
Staff Recommendation:  This request has been reviewed for compliance by OPSCR staff 
and complies with PPRB OPSCR Rules and Regulations and all legal requirements. OPSCR 
recommends approval of the contract renewal as requested contingent upon proof of 
regulatory board approval. 
 
Projected Budget for Life of the Contract:  $447,504.12 
 

6. Requesting Agency:  DMH – Ellisville State School 
Supplier:  Waste Services of Hattiesburg, LLC d/b/a Santek Waste Services, LLC 
Contract #:  8200050212 
Term:  04/02/2020 – 04/01/2021           New 
Total Value:  $99,204.00                      $99,204.00 
Summary of Request:  The term of the contract is one year with four optional one-year 
renewals. The Contractor will provide waste management services, which includes pick up and 
disposal of all solid waste. The Contractor was selected through an RFP with four respondents. 
The Agency requests an exception to PPRB OPSCR Rules and Regulations Section 3-
202.13.2 for not deeming B Clean Environmental non-responsive as their proposal failed to 
conform to all material aspects of the RFP. As the vendor erroneously considered was not 
awarded a contract, OPSCR staff does not have concerns regarding competition, fairness, and 
transparency. Proof of the regulatory board’s approval (Board of Mental Health) must be 
received from the Agency prior to processing the contract. The Board of Mental Health meets 
on March 19, 2020. 
 
Staff Recommendation:  This request has been reviewed for compliance by OPSCR staff 
and upon granting of exception to Section 3-202.13.2 will comply with PPRB OPSCR Rules 
and Regulations and all legal requirements. OPSCR recommends granting of the exception to 
Section 3-202.13.2 and approval of the contract as requested contingent upon receipt of the 
required regulatory board’s approval. 
 
Projected Budget for Life of the Contract:  $496,020.00 
 
 
 

http://www.dfa.ms.gov/pprb/opscr/8200050212.pdf


PPRB Meeting Agenda 
Woolfolk Building, Room 145 

March 4, 2020 
Page 26 of 28 

7. Requesting Agency:  Division of Medicaid 
Supplier:  LaunchPoint Ventures, LLC (formerly DataMetrix, Inc.) 
Contract #:  8200045428/8200030999 
Term:  04/01/2017 – 03/31/2021             Renewal 
Total Value:  $8,166,600.00          $0.00 
Summary of Request:  The term of the original contract was three years with two optional 
one-year renewals. Amendment Two has been submitted to exercise the first optional renewal 
allowed by the original contract. The Agency requests no additional spending authority 
because only $134,705.51 has been expended. The Contractor provides Medicaid recovery 
audit services to identify and facilitate recovery of improper payments made by DOM and 
managed care organizations as federally required by Centers for Medicare and Medicaid 
Services. The Contractor is paid 15.2% of the recovered funds. The Contractor was originally 
selected through an RFP. Amendment One was staff approved with authority granted to 
approve the assignment (from DataMetrix, Inc. to LaunchPoint Ventures, LLC) of a previously 
approved contract that did not alter any other contract terms or conditions; while the original 
contract was statutorily approved at the March 2017 PSCRB meeting. Amendment Two 
updates the Entire Agreement, Period of Performance, and Termination for Default clauses. 
All other terms and conditions of the original contract remain the same. Proof of the vendor’s 
updated required workers’ compensation, professional liability, general liability against bodily 
injury or death, and property damage and fire insurance certifications must be received from 
the agency prior to processing the contract renewal. 
 
Staff Recommendation:  This request has been reviewed for compliance by OPSCR staff 
and complies with PPRB OPSCR Rules and Regulations and all legal requirements. OPSCR 
recommends approval of the contract renewal as requested contingent upon receipt of the 
vendor’s updated required workers’ compensation, professional liability, general liability, and 
property damage and fire insurance certifications. 
 
Projected Budget for Life of the Contract:  $11,923,236.00 

 
C. Emergency Contracts Reported to the Board for Calendar Year 2020 

 
Emergency contracts are reviewed by OPSCR staff for technical compliance upon the written 
request of the submitting agency. The OPSCR staff will process the contract in MAGIC upon 
receipt of the contract, and then conduct the requested review and notify the agency of any 
problems found during the requested review; however, it is the responsibility of the agency to 
correct any errors. If no written request for review is made by the submitting agency, OPSCR 
staff will process the contract in MAGIC upon receipt of same, and then conduct a review of the 
contract for internal auditing purposes. Emergency contracts are presented to the PPRB at its 
regular meeting and are included in the minutes of said meeting, but no action is required by the 
PPRB as to these contracts. Any approval in MAGIC or any other state system does not 
constitute approval of the emergency procurement by the PPRB and is done solely for 
processing purposes. This provision is not intended to prevent the PPRB from making a report 
under the statutory authority to audit or to take other action as deemed appropriate. 
 
There are no emergency contracts to report at this time. 
 

http://www.dfa.ms.gov/pprb/opscr/8200045428Amd2.pdf
http://www.dfa.ms.gov/pprb/opscr/CY2020EmergencyContracts.pdf
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D. Mississippi Veterans Affairs f/k/a State Veterans Affairs Board State Veterans Homes 
Service Contracts 
 
Pursuant to Senate Bill 2723 (2019 Regular Session) when procuring contracts to operate and 
provide services to state veterans homes, the Mississippi State Veterans Affairs Board decisions 
supersede any rule or regulation of the Public Procurement Review Board to the contrary. 
OPSCR staff processed the contracts in MAGIC upon receipt and reviewed this contract for 
technical compliance. OPSCR will notify the Agency of any problems found during the review, 
however it is the responsibility of the Agency to correct any errors. These contracts are presented 
to the PPRB at its regular meeting and are included in the minutes of said meeting, but no action 
is required by the PPRB as to these contracts. 
 

1. Requesting Agency:  Mississippi Veterans Affairs f/k/a State Veterans Affairs Board 
Supplier:  Cory F. Johnson 
Contract #:  114480/118649 
Term:  04/17/2019 – 06/30/2020       Modification 
Total Value:  $98,500.00            $36,000.00 
Summary of Request:  The term of the original contract remains one year. Modification One 
has been submitted to increase the amount of the contract by $36,000.00.  Mr. Johnson is a 
Contract Worker. He provides nursing care for the Jackson Veterans Home. He is paid $33.00 
per hour. The Agency has been advised to add a not to exceed amount to the contract and to 
add the breakdown of personal services and FICA. This modification is exempt from purview 
of PPRB OPSCR as allowed by Senate Bill 2723, which states, “The State Veterans Affairs 
Board may contract with nongovernmental entities or the United States Department of 
Veterans Affairs to operate and provide services to state veterans homes….The provisions of 
this paragraph shall supersede any rule or regulation of the***Public Procurement Review 
Board to the contrary.” 
 

E. Department of Finance and Administration Aircraft Maintenance Contracts 
 
Pursuant to Senate Bill 2918 (2019 Regular Session) when procuring aircraft maintenance, 
parts, equipment and/or services, the Department of Finance and Administration contracts are 
exempt from the requirements of Section 27-104-7(2)({). OPSCR staff processed the contract in 
MAGIC upon receipt and reviewed this contract for technical compliance. OPSCR will notify the 
Agency of any problems found during the review, however it is the responsibility of the Agency 
to correct any errors. These contracts are presented to the PPRB at its regular meeting and are 
included in the minutes of said meeting, but no action is required by the PPRB as to these 
contracts. Any approval in MAGIC or any other state system does not constitute approval of the 
contract procurement or executed contract by the PPRB and is done solely for processing 
purposes. This provision is not intended to prevent the PPRB from making a report under the 
statutory authority to audit or to take other action as deemed appropriate. 

 
1. Requesting Agency:  Department of Finance and Administration 

Supplier:  Elliott Aviation of the Quad Cities, Inc. 
Contract #:  8200049551 
Term:  02/01/2020 – 05/31/2020           New 
Total Value:  $202,810.00         $202,810.00 

http://www.dfa.ms.gov/pprb/opscr/118649.pdf
http://www.dfa.ms.gov/pprb/opscr/8200049551.pdf
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Summary of Request:  The term of the contract is four months with no optional renewal. The 
Contractor will provide the Beechcraft King Air 350 general maintenance and inspection 
services. The Agency requests $202,810.00 in spending authority, which is comprised of 
$117,810.00 for general maintenance and inspection services and $85,000.00 for approved 
repairs not listed in the IFB but deemed necessary during the inspections and limited to the 
IFB scope of work. The Contractor was selected through an IFB with one respondent. This 
procurement is exempt from purview of PPRB OPSCR as allowed by Miss. Code Ann. § 61-
13-5, which states “The Department of Finance and Administration is hereby exempt from the 
requirements of § 27-104-7(2)(f) when procuring aircraft maintenance, parts, equipment, 
and/or services. It shall be the responsibility of the Executive Director of the Department of 
Finance and Administration to ensure commercially reasonable practices, including 
competitive pricing and superb industry maintenance standards. The selection process of 
maintenance facility shall consider: their capability and experience, the scope of work, the cost 
and the length of the time the aircraft will be out of service.” 

 
F. OPSCR Staff Approvals Reported to the Board 

 
G. OPSCR Director’s Report 

 
• OPSCR Legislation (HB 175, HB 502, HB 617, HB 848, SB 2215, SB 2218, SB 2259) 
• Update on February 21, 2020 Training 
• 2020 NASPO Exchange Conference – March 24-26 

 
VII. Other Business 

 
VIII. Adjournment 
 

http://www.dfa.ms.gov/pprb/opscr/March42020opscrstaffapprovals.pdf
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